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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
Darrel Rennich

As the
temperatures
harvest is in full swing, I
hope that everyone has a

cooler
arrive and

bountiful and safe harvest.
Just as MHA continues to
grow and evolve, I would
like to welcome our new
Marketing Manager Brea
Kieffer. It is exciting to see
a junior member grow and
develop through our association and want to stay
involved with MHA. We truly appreciate all the
hard work and dedication from Hailey Frericks and
would like to wish her the very best in her future
endeavors. I would also like to extend my thanks
to our summer intern, Allison Foss. She has been
an extreme blessing to the association this summer
with all her assistance at our summer shows and

Darrel Rennich
MHA Board President

activities.

We had a very successful state show this summer
hosted by the Rochester Area Holstein club. Thank
you to all of the volunteers that made it a great
show and congratulations to all the exhibitors. In
addition, I hope everyone had a great time at the
MN State Fair and Midwest Fall National Show and
best of luck to all the breeders that will be competing
at World Dairy Expo this year.

Another summer highlight was Field Day hosted
by Ru-Be Dairy. A huge thank you to the Becker and
Rusch families for opening their farm for everyone
to enjoy a beautiful summer day. We all appreciated
the extra commentary from the youngest member
of the management team on how to care for their
calves.

As MN Holstein Association board members
look for more ways to offer opportunities for our
members to interact and enjoy some time together,
we are hosting the Royal Winter Fair bus tour. I
hope that we all have an awesome time in Canada
and bring back some great memories.

In closing if there is anything that I can do for the
association, please feel free to reach out to myself or
our MHA staff.

Thank you,
Darrel Rennich, MHA President
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FROM THE MHA STAFF

Megan Nelson
Business Manager

Brea Kieffer
Marketing Manager

Greetings from the MHA office!

It has been a whirlwind summer as we turn
the pages of the calendar and look towards the
seasons changing. We would like to thank the
Rochester Area Holstein Club for hosting an
excellent Minnesota State Holstein Show in
June. Make sure to check out highlights from
all of our summer events in this issue, including
MHA Field Day and a recap of National Holstein
Convention.

We would like to offer a special thank you to the

following:

e MHA intern, Allison Foss, for her hard work
this summer

« Ru-Be Dairy for hosting MHA Field Day

« Local club volunteers for organizing &
hosting District Shows

o Farms and businesses who sponsored awards
for Midwest Fall National Show

We would also like to welcome Brea Kiefter
to our staff as the Marketing Manager. She
started in June helping at MN State Show and she
is excited to continue working with members and
bringing her creativity to the Minnesota Holstein
Association. We are thrilled to have her join our
team!

As always, please do not hesitate to contact
us with any questions. Megan can be reached
at minnesotaholstein@gmail.com or by phone
at (320)-259-0637. Brea can be reached at
mnbholsteinmarketing@gmail.com or by phone at
(320) 583-1271.

Wishing our membership a safe and bountiful
harvest season!

- Megan & Brea, MHA Staff

Need fans, rubber flooring, freestall

equipment, cow brushes or cow mattresses?

Come see my Dad and Pake in the
BIG white tent.

Curious about TEN fun bib prints and
TEN calf jacket styles?

My Beppe and her team have you
covered in the white tent AND at
Booth 1206 in the Exhibition Hall.

© Scan & visit

D&

© Scan & shop

04D %

@ 4dagworld.com | & 4dagfashion.com
g 806-557-8406
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hat an outstanding summer

it has been interning with the
Minnesota Holstein Association! From tasks and travel
to social media content, shows, connections, and lifelong
memories, this experience has been invaluable. First, I want
to thank the Minnesota Holstein Association for providing
me with such a meaningful opportunity, the MHA
Board for being welcoming and supportive throughout
the learning process, Megan Nelson for her mentorship
and friendship, and Brea Kieffer for being such a fun and
knowledgeable colleague.

My internship began a little differently than in past
years, with a transition to and from a new marketing
manager, but I wouldn’t have wanted it any other way.
Because of this change, I was able to begin at the end
of April and dive right in. My responsibilities included
generating graphics and communications for social
media, writing Breeder Features for the publication,
designing promotional materials for the Junior Board,
and assisting with the June publication. These projects not
only enhanced my personal and professional skills but also
prepared me for future endeavors. Growing up exhibiting
registered Brown Swiss cattle at the state and national levels
sparked my passion
for showing, so it is
no surprise that one
of my favorite parts
of the summer was
attending and helping
at numerous shows
hosted by MHA. By
mid-June, the State
Show was in full swing,
and I quickly realized
how much effort
goes into the “other
side” of the show
ring. Tasks such as

clerking, preparing awards, taking photos, and managing
countless details are vital to making an event run smoothly.
Through the State Show, district shows, and the Midwest
Fall National, I learned how to clerk, record breeder and
exhibitor points, and efficiently post results and photos.

Another unique experience this summer was attending
Field Day Media Day, where professional photographers
and videographers were brought in to showcase the culture
and dedication at Ru-Be Dairy. Observing their work was
an incredible learning opportunity, and I also enjoyed
helping with check-in and reconnecting with familiar faces
while meeting new ones on Field Day. Wrapping up my
summer at the Minnesota State Fair felt especially fitting, as
it has always been the “last hurrah” before heading back to
school. Working at the Midwest Fall National during that
time was the perfect conclusion to an unforgettable season.
Allin all, I couldn’t imagine a better way to spend my
summer. I look forward to seeing many of you in my future
endeavors. Thank you again for your kindness, generosity,
and support!

The Minnesota Holstein Association would like to
thank Allison for her amazing work this summer!
Best of luck with your future plans!

Allison at MHA Field Day with MJHA member Shelby
Swanson and Princess Kay of the Milky Way!
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DISTRICT VI HOLSTEIN SHOW | JULY 5, 2025

Junior Champion: Fay-Acres Lipstick-Red, Jordyn Dingels

Reserve Junior Champion: Faye-Acres Dice Smore-Red, Taylor Jerde

Senior & Grand Champion: Kandy-Kreek Acrat Rayne-Red, Kandy Kreek
Reserve Senior & Grand Champion: K&C-View Sidekick Harley, Kandy Kreek
Premier Breeder & Exhibitor: Sqaure Deal Dairy

DISTRICT | HOLSTEIN SHOW | JULY 23, 2025

Junior Champion: KCCK Dice Rewind-Red-ET, Ava & Bryson Kieffer

Reserve Junior Champion: Kiefland Bulletproof-Red-ET, Ava & Bryson Kieffer
Grand & Intermediate Champion: Sheeknoll Lambda Shiver-TW, Lindsey Borst
Res. Grand & Res. Int: Ralma Lambda Zinger ET, Ashley, Emily, & Roger Mellgren
Senior Champion: Higherground Hancock 860, Ashley Mellgren
Reserve Senior Champion: Pine-Shelter Chelsy Trpc-ET, Trey Alberts
Premier Breeder & Exhibitor: Sheeknoll Farms

DISTRICT X HOLSTEIN SHOW | AUGUST 2, 2025
LOCATION: BAGLEY, MN | JUDGE: MATTHEW HANSON

Junior Champion: Clearview Lambda Hi-Jack-ET, Thad Schlauderaft
Reserve Junior Champion: MS Kampy Ecnoy-Eccentric-ET, Schlauderaft Family

Grand & Intermediate Champion: MS Lida-Acres Hollywood Ava, Dana Johnson

Res. Grand & Res. Int: Denn-Mar Hawiko Jenessa, Seth Rupperecht
Senior Champion: Rolf-Lake Fredrika-Red, Rolf-Lake Dairy
Premier Breeder & Exhibitor: Rolf-Lake Dairy

DISTRICT IV HOLSTEIN SHOW | AUGUST 4, 2025
LOCATION: PIPESTONE, MN | JUDGE: VINCENT MIGLIAZZO

Junior Champion: Elm-Lane Believe Moonshine, ElIm-Lane Holsteins

Reserve Junior Champion: Newalta Barlot 25939, Newalta Dairy LLC

Intermediate Champion: Newalta Ferraro 18614, Newalta Dairy LLC

Res. Intermediate Champion: Mat-Ar-Dor Unix Joy, Mat-Ar-Dor Holsteins
Grand & Senior Champion: Newalta Swingman 16440-Red, Newalta Dairy LLC
Res. Grand & Res. Senior: Mat-Ar-Dor Warrior Roni-Red, Mat-Ar-Dor Holsteins
Premier Breeder & Exhibitor: Newalta Dairy LLC
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DISTRICT ViIl HOLSTEIN SHOW | AUGUST 6, 2025

Junior Champion: Denn-Mar Haniko Lovette, Denn-Mar Farm

Reserve Junior Champion: Tri-Emerald Eye Got-It, Tri-Emerald Genetics
Grand & Senior Champion: RyBerg Tatoo Turquoise, Ryan Talberg

Res. Grand & Res. Senior: Ralma Doorman Design, Ralma Holsteins
Premier Breeder: McAndrews Dairy LLC

Premier Exhibitor: Bougie Holsteins

DISTRICT V HOLSTEIN SHOW | AUGUST 16, 2025

Junior Champion: RollingRiver Back-Alli, Kamrie Mauer & Bentley Brasch

Reserve Junior Champion: Fairmont Alpha Bombsquad-ET, Cooper Heeren

Res. Grand & Intermediate Champion: KurthHaven Lauigi Tattoo, KurthHaven Farms
Reserve Intermediate Champion: Chanlore Swingman Yoshi, Brad Davis

Grand & Senior Champion: KurthHaven Just Peachy DB, KurthHaven Farms

HM Grand & Res. Senior: ThreeSisters Essentail, Shelby Swanson

Premier Breeder & Exhibitor: Raylore Farm

DISTRICT Il HOLSTEIN SHOW | AUGUST 16, 2025
LOCATION: OWATONNA, MN | JUDGE: HAYDEN HAUSCHILD

Junior Champion: Ms Strans-Jen-D Unix Truly, Stransky & Varo
Reserve Junior Champion: Lorenzland Bullseye Arrow, B, A & A Lorenz
Grand & Intermediate Champion: Golden-Oaks SK Calla-ET, Schmity Holsteins

Reserve Intermediate Champion: Pine-Shelter Lokelani Radio, Reagan & Jake Schimek
Res. Grand & Senior Champion: Budjon-Vail Desperately-ET, Brady & Abbey Lorenz
HM Grand & Res. Senior: Blondin Thunder Storm Alarm, Holmacres Holstein Farm

Premier Breeder & Exhibitor: Schmity Holsteins

CONGRATULATIONS!
TO ALL 2025 DISTRICT SHOW BREEDERS & EXHIBITORS!

THANK YOU!
TO ALL THE SHOW HOSTS, ORGANIZERS AND SPONSORS!
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JUNIOR MOOS

From The MJHA President

Tyler Ratka
MJHA President

President: Tyler Ratka

Vice President: Shelby Swanson
Secretary: Blake Siewert

Greetings all, another great summer has come and
gone! The Junior Holstein activities kicked off with another
successful State Junior Holstein Show in Kasson, MN.
Many members were in attendance to exhibit cattle, make
connections, and enjoy junior activities.

State Show was closely followed up by the National Holstein
Convention in Saint Louis, Missouri. Members represented
our association through competitions as well as exploring
a new state. The summer concluded with many members
exhibiting at state fairs. I would like to extend a congratulations
to all members on their hard work at numerous shows across
the state this summer.

As we look ahead I want to inform everyone about the

Treasurer: Dan Frericks
Reporter: Alexis Woeste
Historian: Haddie Walter

2026 Minnesota Junior Holstein Association All-Breeds
Convention which will take place from March 27th-29th in
Hutchinson, MN. Make sure to mark your calendars for
this busy and fun filled weekend of contests, learning, and
connection with other members. The junior board is hard at
work planning some great opportunities and are excited to see
everyone gather together again.

Finally, I would like to wish all members the best of luck
this fall. Whether it is with school, fall shows, or contests, I
wish you the best and know you will make our association
proud.

Sincerely,
Tyler Ratka, MJHA President

All-Breeds Liason: Kamrie Mauer
Directors: Jayden Schmitt, Henry
Salzl, and Lanna Walter

2025 MN STATE SHOW SHOWMANSHIP WINNERS

CHAMPION: Kamrie Mauer
RESERVE: Jacob Schimek

CHAMPION: Levi Nelson
RESERVE: April Schroeder
HM: Braxton Dube

HM: Alex Schroeder

CHAMPION: Alexis Hoefs

RESERVE: Kallie Christen
HM: Isabella Schiffler

2026 MJHA CONVENTION

GRAND CHAMPION SPONSORS
- American Foods Group

- Leedstone

- D&H Field Services Inc.

- TransOva
- MN Corn Growers

RESERVE CHAMPION SPONSORS
- Foresight Bank

Hutchinson, MN
Dhags lom 0
March 27-29th

- American AgCo Trading Company
- Triple A Pumping

- Magnifi Financial

- Midwest Embryo Transfer
Service, LLC

- Diamond K Genetics, PLC
- Nelson Milk Hauling

- Citizens State Bank

- Carlson Wholesale Inc.

HONORABLE MENTION SPONSORS

- Select Sires Member Cooperative
- Farmers Win Co-op

- Valley Dairy Supply

- CentraSota Cooperative

- Form-A-Feed

- Windy Ridge Veterinary Clinic
PLLC

Check out the NEW National Junior Holstein Website!

https://www.juniorholstein.com/

Find everything you need to know
for contests, junior shows, awards,
scholarship information, and so
much more!

- B &R Dairy Equipment

FRIEND OF MHA SPONSORS
- Famo Feeds Inc.

- First District Association

- Keep Em Walkin Hoof Care



Vlational Holste:

Clovwention

The 2025 National Holstein Convention
was held on June 23-26, in St. Louis, Missouri. The theme
for this years convention was “Meet Me in St. Louis”. People
from all over the United States, Puerto Rico, Canada, and
Mexico attended the event totalling to almost 800 attendees.

A great group of Minnesota youth had the opportunity
to attend the convention to compete and experience mul-
tiple seminars and tours. Minnesota’s Jr Quiz Bowl Team
consisted of Thomas Duhme, Tyler Pieper, Ben Scheffler,
and Isaac Albers. Charlie Nelson competed in Intermediate
Jeopardy and Clare Caughey placed 4th in Junior Jeopardy.
Molly Albers prepared a speech to present. Briecyn Kurth
placed Ist in the Folding Display contest.

One of our junior members, Alexis Hoefs was a Dis-

tinguished Junior Member (DJM) finalist at the National
Holstein Convention. Alexis remarked this experience as
being one of the most meaningful moments of her Holstein
career. She commented, “One highlight for me was getting
to connect with other finalists and past recipients. We all

came from different back-
grounds, but shared the same
passion for dairy cattle and the
Holstein breed. It was inspir-
ing to hear their stories and see
how our industry has shaped
so many lives.What I enjoyed
most, though, was the net-
working. Whether it was con-
necting with the other DJMs,
talking with the volunteers
who made the event possible,
my judges, or industry professionals, I was able to expand
my network so much through this opportunity. Those con-
versations and connections are something I'll carry with me
for a long time””

Shelby Swanson was also in attendance serving as the
National Convention Communications Intern with Holstein
USA. Shelby com-
mitted “T thoroughly
enjoyed document-
ing the convention
through photog-
raphy, conducting
interviews, and writ-
ing press releases.

I also valued the
meaningful connec-

tions I was able to
build throughout the event

1”

Ve this yeoh!

TAG SALE HELD DURING THE 2026
MN STATE SHOW WEEK - JUNE 15-20

SALE COMMITTEE CONTACTS:

MINNESOTA STATE HOLSTEIN SHOW

The Sale Committee is currently seeking sale consignments!

Nate Donnay: (320) 510-3381 | Crystal Sinn: (920) 242-7507 |
Trevor Ekkel: (507) 215-7521 | Chad Kieffer: (507) 259-4985 | Lucas Plamann: (320) 583-1784

Tag Sale
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The 2025 Minnesota Holstein
Association Field Day was hosted by

Ru-Be Dairy of Grove City, Minnesota.
Around 140 Minnesota Association

members and guests from around the

state came to the event held on July 12,
2025. Ru-Be Dairy LLC is owned by
Joseph and Karen Becker and Rachael
and Patrick Rusch.

Guests were welcomed by Rachael
Rusch and her son Hawkins. They then
had the opportunity to listen to Princess
Kay of the Milky Way, Rachel Visser and
the Meeker county dairy princesses. The
MHA president, Darrel Rennich also

made a speech. Individuals in attendance
then enjoyed lunch followed by a
self guided tour of the Rusch family’s
impressive dairy operation.

Huge thank you to the Becker and
Rusch family’s for putting on this great

event for our organization!

Summer, Gutesnstip YETAPIBYTIA

DO YOU LOVE PHOTOGRAPHY?

IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE
MN HOLSTEIN NEWS & MHA CALENDAR

. Contact Brea at
Watch the.MHA Facebook and WepS'te for mnholsteinmarketing@gmail.com or (320) 583-1271
more details about the MHA Marketing and for information about pricing, advertising

Events Intern position later this Fall! contracts, publication circulation, and morel!

CATTLE SHOWS?
PLANNING EVENTS?
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ENDURING SUCCSSSH

Dairy cattle judging is strong at the University of Minnesota,

S0 strong that its teams have placed 1st overall in 14 of the 30 contests across the past 10 contests held
at the All-American Dairy Show (Harrisburg, PA), the North American International Livestock Exposition
(Louisville, KY), and World Dairy Expo (Madison, WI).

Also, the University of Minnesota has placed 1st or 2nd overall in 22 of the 36 contests across the past
12 held at these 3 locations. No other university comes close to this incredible record of success.

In 2024, the University of Minnesota was again 1st overall in the national contest at World Dairy Expo.
This was the 4th time in the past 10 years that the University of Minnesota has placed 1st in the national

contest, and no other university has placed 1st more than once in that interval of time.

If you want a career in the dairy industry, consider the University of Minnesota.

In addition to participating in our highly successful dairy judging and dairy challenge programs, you can
join the Gopher Dairy Club, whose student members gain experience and industry contacts through
many activities such as an all-expense-paid 10-day senior trip to California in January. Both inside and

outside the classroom, our dairy professors make teaching and working with students their top priority.

Learn more today at ansci.umn.edu

M UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

GO FOR THE

OLDY

www.umn.edu

612.624.2277
www.ansci.umn.edu

CFANS

COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL
AND NATURAL RESOURCE SCIENCES
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Brea Kieffer, Marketing Manager: (320) 583-1271 | mnholsteinmarketing@gmail.com

ILLINOIS

HOLSTEIN ASSOCIATION

www.illinoisholsteins.com

President - Aaron Heinzmann .Clinton
17645 Coles Creek Rd, Carlyle, IL 62231 - 618/781-7994 - aaronheinzmann@gmail.com
Vice-President - John Erbsen .Northwest
10974 Beason Rd,, Lanark, IL 61046 - 815/275-4990 - jerbsen@ssmcoop.com

Treasurer - Carol Jones ..

116 W. 10th St,, Gridley, IL 61744 - 815/848-1500 = skipcarolj@gmail.com

Secretary - Sarah Lenkaitis

6N707 Corron Rd, St. Charles, IL 60175 = 92

1942 - ilholsteinsecretary@g|

Sarah Butler
35821 E 900 N Rd.,, Arrowsmith, IL 61722 » 309/824-8621 + butlers1014@gmail.com

Kevin Wendling

13500 N 400 St,, Altamont, IL 62411 - 217/240-6196 - kjholsteins@altamont.net
Brian Olbri

1318 IL Rte 2

Lucas Clanton

1199N 100th, M

Past President - Herb Schmiedeskam

2328 N. 1700th Pl,, Camp Point, IL 62320 -

Boone-Winnebago Aaron Mitchell, Winnebago 815/585-2785
ve Kollmann, New Baden 618/363-2259

Brett Richter, Highland  618/223-3351

Gary Brummer, Effingham  217/821-5338

eon Dorsey, Greenville 618/292-9105

David Shanks, Garden Prairie 815/790-8406
.Jim Schluter, Red Bud 217/898-5707

..Beth Weas Cash, Paloma  217/491-1286
.Richard Mensendike, Elizabeth 815/281-0250
an Heinsohn, Kirkland 815/979-5314

..Magen Busker, Ridott 815/275-4574

..Alaina Dinderman, Orangeville 815/821-2066

McHenry-Lake..
Mississippi-Valley..
Mississippi-Valley..

Junior President
Junior Vice President..

Holstein Association USA Field Representatives.......Jason Ewing - 417/459-9507 - jewing@holstein.com
Lila Sloan - 815/262-8504 - Isloan@holstein.com

Holstein Association USA Director ...... ..Andy Lenkaitis - 630/200-8617 - andy.lenkaitis@gmail.com
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OFFICERS
Jessica Jakubik, President-Prescott: 616-889-3849
Moss McCauley, Vice President: 616-446-2670

DIRECTORS
Joe Kulhawick-McBain: 231-884-0555
Lauren Siver-Munger: 810-844-6159
Kelly Raterink-Zeeland: 616-283-4652
Drew Rupprecht-Vassar: 989-223-9464
Malissa Reed-Owosso: 989-277-3343
Ethan Haywood-Hastings
Levi Westendorp: 269-838-8075
Carrie Delong-Executive Secretary 610-614-4025

MICHIGAN DAIRY CATTLE NEWS
Melissa Hart, Editor: 517-398-1957
farm.writer@hotmail.com




Missouri
Association

417-743-2921 e www.missouriholstein.com
jwright@missouriholstein.com

OFFICERS

John Schoen, President: schoenfarms1@hughes.net
573-934-3548 ¢ 447 Co. Rd. 519 Oak Ridge, MO 63769

Shannon Kleiboeker, Vice President: mopulsator@gmail.com
417-737-2876 17077 Lawrence 1030 Wentworth, MO 64873

Jodi Wright, Secretary / Treasurer: jwright@missouriholstein.com
11449 Lawrence 2220 Verona, MO 65769 e 417-743-2921

Ed Wittorf, Director at Large: edwitl@yahoo.com
417-683-6135 Rt 1 Box 351-B Ava, MO 65608

Bailey Keltner, Junior Advisor:bskeltner@gmail.com |
417-399-3098 e 2981 State Route P Willow Springs, MO 65793

Case Melzer, Junior president

Barry Steevens, State Dairy Ext. Specialist:
steevensb@missouri.edu ® 573-474-8058

DIRECTORS

James Penn, Northeast District president: 660-342-0250

Alfred Brandt, Northeast District director: 573-897-2120

Nelson Hostetler, Southwest District president: 417-327-7001
Larry Wright, Southwest District director: 417-743-2921

Tommy Scrivner, South Central District president: 417-543-0725
Becky Durst, South Central District director: 417-926-3301

John Schoen, Southeast District president: 573-934-3548

Corvin Schoen, Southeast District director: 573-986-8041

Mark Chamberlin, West Central District president: 660-287-1940
‘ Jay Moreland, West Central District director: 816-258-3353

| Ted Probert, State Director at Large: 417-924-8574

Becky Durst, State Director at Large: 417-926-3301

Wisconsin Holstein Association
902 8th Avenue, Baraboo, W1 53913
Phone (608) 356-2114 ¢ Fax (608) 356-6312
1-800-223-4269
wisholsteins@gmail.com

www.wisholsteins.com

WISCONSIN HOLSTEIN ASSOCIATION STAFF:
Laura Wackershauser, Executive Director
Mara Budde, Director of Communications
EmmaRae Brown, Director of Marketing & Membership

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Kurt Loehr, President - 920-602-0101
Joe Meyer, Vice President - 715-223-5918
Steve Maier, Secretary - 715-226-0709
Brenda Murphy, Exec. Committee - 608-575-1525
Ralph Petersheim, Exec. Committee - 608-632-3893
JR Boyke - 920-960-4564
Brian Coyne - 715-495-1447
Patrick Crave - 920-988-6437
Angela Davis Brown - 608-574-7756
Ty Hildebrandt - 920-253-7797
Todd Hoesly - 608-558-6437
Krista Luedtke - 920-779-0332

NATIONAL DIRECTORS:
Tony Brey - 920-495-2555  Craig Carncross - 608-592-2560

DID YOU KNOW?
95 perncenl of producens.

Midwest Holsteins Advertising Rates
Full page, color: $450
Half page, color: $250

Midwest Holsteins Circulation

Wisconsin: 1600 [llinois: 260 ,
Minnesota: 530 lowa: 300 Contact your state’s
Michigan: 885 Ohio: 740 editor for more info!
Missouri: 500

Photo by Andrew Hetke
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MiDWEST HOLSTEINS INDEX TO ADVERTISERS

Planting to
Harvest.

Year After Year.
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Ackley Registered Holsteins.................... 16 Heeg Bros Dairy.......cc.cooeevvvmerrenecrrinnane. 44 Selz-Pralle Dairy......cooocvveermecrevermenerriennnne 14
AG3 oo 22 Heinz-HOpe ...covvoevvicrecriecrenns 36 Silverstone Farm........coccoovmerrvernnnerreennn. 2
Barron County Sale..........oovmerrveeirecrreennns 46 Jaloda Farm Dispersal ........ccocoovvovmnrrrieens 39 SIUFarm Resource Center..........ccooeevecee. 19
BJ-GIOVE ..o 36 Jason, Katy &Tristian Lang .........cccc.evenne. 40 SONTay ACreS ..o, 32
Buckeye Royal Hauling.........cccccoonevrvunnee. 33 Kiko Holsteins......oocoveevrieeeriiecriirecens 24 South Dakota State University ................ 40
College of the Ozarks...........ccooeeevrrveeernnnee 38 KurthKine Holsteins ..........ccooecvvververrrneens 35 Springfield Livestock Marketing............. 21
Compeer Financial..........ccooccveeoveecrvveinne. 6 Lady Luck Holsteins .........ccoevvveermevrrvernnnee 18 SSMCoi 45
D Bar J LiIVeStock ......ccvvveererrveerecrieennns 21 Le0-Lans 29 St-Mill Holsteins & Brown Swiss............... 28
DO-N-JOY oo 12 Luck-E Charm Holsteins............cooovvveneeee. 43 Steinway Dairy ..o, 7
Evie Riedman........ccc.cooovvvmernnrirnnrinnens 42 Michigan Junior Holstein Association......33  Topline Marketing .........ccccoocoevvernrrirnrnnnn. 37
Falcon Premier Sale.......ccccoovvvcvienecriennne. 37 Michigan State University ............ccooee.e.. 32 Twinkle-Hill Farm......cooooveevincrrecrne. 8
Fallenleaf JErseys .......cooomeeereveverrrennee 43 Miller Livestock.........coeevvveeeecrvverrianrrnenns 47 University of Minnesota ...............cccooeeeee. 3
Farnear/Genosource .......oc..vvevveenervereennes 9 0Imar Farm......c..ovveeevveennerreeecerreene 27 UW-MadiSON.....rrveereerreiecreriisecneeens 48
Feltmann Dairy .........ccccccvevmeerrvceinecrreennns 20 Pinnacle GENeticS .......oovvvveevrerrveerrrrrieens 26 Vandoske Dairy Farms ........cccccoovovmuvcrneens 31
GENOVALIONS ... 41 Plainfield Farm ..o, 34 Vitality Dairy Crew ...cooooveverrverenrirenens 17
Golden 0aks ... 10 RalmaHolSteins .......cccovevvvenevrirerriinnnce. 35 Welch-Kin ACres.....c..oovvevemevvinnereineninns 13
Green Meadow Farms ...........ccooevvvvnnrienn. 30 Richman Farms.....c.coovvivncriinnccinenninns 42 Wrightvale Holsteins.........cc.ccooevvernerrennn. 11
Haweye Breeders..........cooevvvnrereenecreennne. 46 SancrestTrailers ..., 28

Haws Familiy Farm ..........ccoooeevvervnecrreennne 17 Seal-Pro Silage......cccovveveecreverneerrviin. 43 Cover photo by Jim Memler

WISHING YOU A SAFE &

SUCCESSFUL HARVEST SEASON »>>

Ag Loans & Leases | Dairy & Livestock Insurance
Crop Insurance | Ag Tax & Accounting Services
Patronage Program | Local Expertise | And More

all 1 EQMPEER

SCANTHEQRcoDEBY [8]i  i[H]
DEC.1TO ENTEROUR2025 —~ = -
HARVEST GIVEAWAY >>

compeer.com/harvest-giveaways 'D

Patronage is not guaranteed and remains at the discretion of the Compeer Board of

Directors. Compeer does not provide legal advice or certified financial planning. Equal
Opportunity Provider and Employer. Equal Credit Opportunity Lender. NMLS #619731. @
See full giveaway terms and conditions at: compeer.com/harvest-giveaways o
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—Hill Farnm

REGISTERED BROWN SWISS AND HOLSTEINS
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REMEMBERING OUR DAD

Joseph Simon

It is with heavy hearts that we share the passing of our family’s patriarch and the founder of Farnear Holsteins, Joe Simon.
Joe dedicated his life to his family, his community, and the dairy industry. In the 1950s, he helped local dairy farmers by
starting a milk hauling business, providing them with a vital outlet for their milk. In 1962, he founded Farnear Holsteins.
From the beginning, his guiding philosophy was simple: use the best available sires as the key to genetic improvement. That
principle still guides us today.

Dad faithfully served as our parish cemetery caretaker for more than 70 years. He was a longtime 4-H leader and is a
member of the lowa 4-H Hall of Fame.

He served in leadership roles with both local and state Holstein associations, and in 2001, proudly co-chaired the National
Holstein Convention hosted in lowa. For many years he also served as a delegate to the national convention. Together with
our mom, Virginia, his wife of 71 years, he traveled to Holstein conventions across the country, forming lifelong friendships

along the way.

Joe and Virginia passed down their love for Holsteins to their children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, many of
whom are active in the Holstein and dairy industries.

Yet, what shaped us most was not only his success in breeding Holsteins, but the values he lived and instilled in us:

Work hard. Be humble. Follow the Golden Rule. Respect others. And above all, “Enyoy life, enjoy your famiy.”

We are deeply grateful for the legacy he leaves behind—
in his family, his community, and the dairy industry he loved.

Tom & Rick Simon Families
10644 Cemetery Road, Farley, IA
Tom: 563-599-9183 or Mark: 563-542-1297

farnearholsteins(@gmail.com
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{Jo-N-JOY GENETICS

W idoest

ALL BREEDS BEING OFFERED

Getober 31. 2025 - Ypw (ST

SELECTIONS ARE HAPPENING NOW.

e would like to. wish everyone.d.safe.and bountiful
narvest & qood luck at World Dairy.Expo!

e il /};m»; e ‘F!U o

Tony & Katherine Kohls | Brooklyn, Bryce & Blakely
40917 296th St., Arlington, MN 55307
612-226-4180 | tonykohls1080@gmail.com







WORLD’S HIGHEST PRODUCING &
HIGHEST SCORING SALVATOR DTR:
3 RECORDS OVER 50,000M

Joliam Salvator Ave 5251
EX-94-2E, GMD, EX-95 MS
4-5 365 50,440 3.8 1899 3.1 1576
5-7 365 54,940 3.9 2150 2.9 1602
6-10 365 54,440 3.9 2134 2.9 1594

© Lea McCullough Llfetlme 248,990 9530 7488

Alphabet 5974
Simplicity 5666
Doral-Red 6201
Moovin 6256
Boraz 6550
Parfect 6498

EX-90
EX-92
VG-87
EX-90
VG-85
GP-84

HER DAUGHTERS
3-2 365 58,580 3.5 2032 3.0 1769 fresh again, last tests: 200#, 210#, 203#
2-11 365 45,420 3.8 1712 3.2 1450

2-0 305 30,420 3.8 1149 3.1 943

2-2 324 32,080 4.3 1392 3.3 1045 fresh again, miking more than 134#/day
1-11 st Stests: 100#, 1244, 110#, 1144#, 113#

1-10 305 31,088 4.5 1373 3.4 1069

Scott Pralle & Pam Selz-Pralle
Dr. Ryan Pralle, Jessica Pralle-Trimner, Nicole Pralle

(715) 334-3434 - selzpralle@centurytel.net » www.selzpralledairy.com
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2025 NATIONAL HOLSTEIN CONVENTION LOCAL LENS FARMTOURS

Holstein Association USA photos

The National Holstein Convention began on Mon-

day, June 23, with the Local Lens Farm Tours. Holstein

enthusiasts took a trip to three different Registered

Holstein farms that have all found their niche in the industry.
First, attendees stopped at Carter’s Corner, where the Carter fam-
ily highlighted their herd of Registered Holsteins and IVF facility.
Next, the tour stopped at Rolling Lawns Farm before heading to
the farm’s storefront, The Milk House, for a delicious lunch. The
final stop of the day was Wilra Farms, where attendees saw the
rotary parlor and heard about the herd’s genetic strategy from
the Harre family. Thank you to these lllinois members for opening
their doors to convention attendees!

Carter’s Corner, The Carter Family

Rolling Lawns Farm, The Turley Family Wilra Holsteins, The Harre Family

WE ALL NEED SOMEONE
WE CAN TALKTO

CALL OR TEXT
1-833-FARMSO0S

(833-327-6767)
EMAIL

FarmFamilyResourceHelpline@mbhsil.com

VISIT

siumed.org/farm for more resources

Someone is always here to listen. Anytime. Anywhere.
We know the struggles of farming and are here to help.

@\‘“’”""‘%,z A) Telehealth counseling sessions with SIU Medicine counselors
SAT- W IL/ are available for those in need of additional support.
CE&!}{DMEEE\ME Farm Family Resource Initiative services are available at no cost to
SADIEAL GIERYIEE (DR ELDIAS N the farmer or farm family member with the support of grant funding.
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DAM



HAMMING | HAVE TOO REPLAY

INTEGRITY SEA ELMARIE-RED

HAMMING | HAVE TOO BE SEXY
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Le-O-Lo. Chiey Polmer-ET

Show ring success is always exciting, but the real win was watching our family shine. From our sons who prep the string year
after year, to our grandkids growing their love for the Holstein cow—this show was a celebration of generations. Jamison’s
first Novice class and his first-place smile reminded us exactly why we do this.

Rick & Kathy Demmer Family Kyle: 563.451.5376 Riley: 563.451.8009
6222 Sundown Road Rick: 563.542.5073 Royce: 563.542.5291
Peosta, |IA 52068 rkleola(@yousq.net Regan: 563.542.8101












Michigan Junior Holstein Association
9™ ANNUAL HOLIDAY CHEESE SALE

Providing the future
in black and white

Squeaky Snack Attack Taste of Michigan
2025-26 Board of Directors
Sales are Oct 1 - Nov 29 2025
ul
E E Please order
online or
through a ,
Mooey Christmas Perfect Party Pack

board member

[=]

http: //mjhacheesesale.com

With any questions please contact Sophia Nielsen at:
nielsensophial4@gmail.com or 517-648-6720
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75 cows | 30 springers | 70 heifers | 110.1% BAA | RHA: 29,794 milk 1,326 fat 966 protein

A

Find photos of cows, sale updates and more details on the Ralma
Holsteins Facebook page. We can’t wait to see you on October 17!

Questions - Call or Text Sale manager:
Mark Schmitt: (320) 247-9543 Online bidding
Austin Schmitt: (320) 345-0549 available!

&~THE MODERN MATRIARCHS —&>

Ralma Headliner Jackpot
5-07 2x 273d 41,080 5.5% 2273 3.0%

Family on the sale includes:

Lambda Kite (EX-91)

Jaguar Lottery (EX-91)

Dropbox Clubs (DOB: 12/10/25)

Dropbox Spades (Due: 12/31/25 to Blakely)
Hulu Metric (DOB: 1/31/25)

Ralma Lambda Tootsie Roll
3-01 2x 365d 34,174 4.3% 1480 3.0%

Offspring on the sale includes:

Tropic Tootsie Pop (EX-91)

Goldwyn Hot Chocolate (VG-87)

Handshake Taffy (Fresh: 9/10/25)

Dropbox Jellyroll (Due: 12/18/25 to Apple Jax)
Hulu Popsicle (DOB: 12/17/24)

@RalmaHolsteins on Facebook | schmittdairy@jetup.net | Rice, Minnesota

Ralma Goldwyn Clarinet
5-09 2x 365d 40,080 4.6% 1862 3.0%

Descendents on the sale include:
Doc Finale (EX-91)

Lambda Encore (VG-88)
Dropbox Zig Zag (DOB: 3/3/24)
Parfect Ebony (DOB: 3/1/24)
Dropbox Escort (DOB: 9/10/24)
Renegade Luxury (DOB: 4/30/24)
Eye Candy Jingle (Fresh: 8/9/25)

Ralma Uno Turmoil
5-01 2x 365d 33,926 4.2% 1420 3.1%

Family on the sale includes:

Lambda Turbine (EX-91)

Rapid Terror (EX-92)

Dropbox Tense (DOB: 6/11/25)

Hanans Titos (Due: 12/31/25 to Dropbox)




B-J-GROVE

S, (/i

1st IL Championship Junior Show

2nd IL State Fair Junior Show
Kasey Clanton

DODEL DELTA-LAMBDA

EX-92
2nd Sr. 3-Yr-0ld & HM Intermediate Champion,
IL Championship Junior Show & Southern National Junior Show
Kasey & Kyle Clanton & Aubrey Kalmer

GAHM-OZROYAL HANANS ﬂ"‘ﬁ-ﬂ
1st St. 2-Yr-0ld IL Championship Junior Show, IL State Fair & Southern National Junior Show
1st Sr. 2-Yr-0ld, Reserve Intermediate & Reserve Grand Champion IL State Fair Junior Show

1st Sr. 2-Yr-0ld & Reserve Intermediate Champion IL Championship Junior Show
Kasey Clanton & Mackenzie Krausz

Design ©Topline Marketing + Design - Cowsmo photos

THE HEINZMANN FAMILY
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SOUTH DAKOTA
STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of Dairy and Food Science

FIND YOUR PURPOSE,
FEEDING THE WORLD

Studying the science of food, especially dairy-based foods, leads to exciting,
lucrative, and diverse career opportunities around the WORLD.
Engineering, chemistry, microbiology, nutrition, psychology, veterinary medicine,
and communication are relevant interests applicable to our highly sought out
academic degrees in dairy manufacturing, food science, and dairy production.

Career Opportumtles State-of-the-art Davis Dairy Plant offers full

Food Safety Specialist industry experience and hands-on learning.
Production Supervisor/Manager
Earn a dairy manufacturing degree to

Research and Development of New Foods
support your own creamery.

Marketing and Communications

Sensory or Flavor Scientist Over $165,000 in department scholarships

. . awarded annually.
Quality Assurance Technician warded annually

In-state tuition rates apply: WL, IL, IA, KS, NE, MN, MO, MT, WY, ND and CO.
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See the Diifierence”

e Protects silage and high moisture grains from oxygen rot
e Double layer or single layer apllications - your choice

e Saves wasted feed dollars, delivers better nutrition

e Easy to buy, delivered direct from our Kansas warehouse
e Contract your covering? Ask for Sealpro® by name

Ask about the NEW Flortex® Breathable, Reusable Bale Cover

Ron Kuber, Connor Agriscience 559-779-5961 Sea]_prO

Joe Lofthouse, Lofthouse Livestock Services 403-493-5288

SILAGE BARRIER FILMS

Donny Rollin, Rollin Ag Resources 559-816-2644 www.sealprosilage.com e e
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE BARRON FALL SALE

BARRON, WISCONSIN - SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2025

OAKFIELD DENVER FAIRY-ET EX-94 TREE-HAYVEN TATOO LAST SONG EX-93  LUCK-E DOC BOPEEP EX-94 2E LIN-RO DIAMONDBACK MAY-RED EX-92
3-012x 365 33410 3.8 1275 3.21075 4-052X 362 31350 4.3 1349 3.1 965 2-10 2X 31128700 4.31222 3.4 987 2-03 3X 365 41700 3.6 1519 3.0 1253
Selling a fresh Stantons Chief from Fairy. All-National Senior 2-Year-0ld 2021 Benjo LR Mega-P-Red embryos from Bopeep. Blondin Alpha embryos from May, backed by
Next dam: EX-97 A Footloose, EX-94, EX-97 Frosty  Eye Candy embryos from Song. EX-93 2F dam from EX-90, EX-90, V6-88, EX-90, 18 EX gen. from Royal Rosa family.

A4, EX-93 3E DOM, 4 more V6 dams. Next dams: EX-94 Robins Song EX-90 EX-93 3E, VG-88, EX-90 2E dams.

ADDITIONAL CONSIGNMENTS

FROM THE APPLES - GP-83 Unix from EX-93 4E Miss Arizona-ET, EX-93 2E Apple 2-Red-ETN, then EX-95 2E
Altitude & 4 more EX dams. VG-88 Redlight-Red from EX-90 2E Armani, EX-93, EX-91, EX-93 3E GMD DOM
Alisha & Augy Star.

Master & Audacious embryos from EX-90 Avant Garde Delta Song-ET, EX-95 Walnutlawn McCutchen
Summer-ET is the 3rd dam & 11 more VG/EX dams.

GP-82 Reeve-Red from EX-90 Ripley-Red-ET, backed by 5 more EX/VG dams.

Rompen-Red Rompen-Red from a VG-86 Defiant from EX-94 Deidra-Red-ET and 4 more EX dams.

VG-88 Hanans x V6-88 dam from the Unlimited family. EX-90 2nd dam from 10 gen. EX/VG dams.

OCEAN-VIEW ATWOOD DIONDRA EX-94 2 HILLTOP-LLC UNIX 9605 EX-93 2E Eye Candy from VG-85 Moovin. Next dams: EX-93 2E Adoration, EX-94 Adeline & 4 more Adeen dams.

5-06 2K 365 44330 4.8 2112 3.2 1406 4-06 3K 288 35710 4.4 1559 3.0 1068 LAST SPRINGS SALE AVERAGED ALMOST $3,900 ON 90 HEAD. IF YOU HAVE ANIMALS TO CONSIGN TO
Selling fresh 3rd calf Diamondback RC from  Jerry Lewis embyros from Unix, backed by 10 7H/S SALE, PLEASE CONTACT: Don Mayer at 715-829-3417 or Ed Mielke at 715-574-2931.
Diondra. Next 10 dams EX/VG. EX/VG dams. Sale Managed by: Barron County Holstein Breeders Association

Robert Lentz, Sale Chairman 715-764-2446
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OPEN STATE SHOW RESULTS

The 2025 Minnesota State Holstein Red and White Show was held on June 19, 2025, in Kasson, Minnesota. Judge Tyler
Carter placed a total of 89 head. Premier Breeder was Kiefland Holsteins and Premier Exhibitor was Mat-Ar-Dor Holsteins.

GRAND & SENIOR CHAMPION: MAHONEY ALTITUD ALLY-RED, HM GRAND & RESEREVE SENIOR CHAMPION: CRESCENTMEAD
JACOB M. & AIDEN J. TIMMER JAURORA-RED-ET, BROOKLYN, BRYCE & BLAKELY KOHLS
RESERVE GRAND & INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION: BOXELDER- RESERVE INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION: HAWKEYE-JK AMERICA-
BEND LD DAPHNE-RED, TRISTIAN LANG RED-ET, BROOKE & JONATHAN KROGMAN

JUNIOR CHAMPION: REDCARPET AFTERPARTY-RED-ET, BRADY RESERVE JUNIOR CHAMPION: PUNDSACK RH SHABOOZY-RED-
AND ABBEY LORENZ ET, INTRIGUE AND T&L CATTLE

FALL 2025 MINNESOTA HOLSTEIN NEWS 1"



STATE SHOW RESULTS

The 2025 Minnesota State Holstein Show was held on June 20, 2025, in Kasson, Minnesota. Judge Kelli Cull of
Wisconsin placed 134 head. Congratulations to all exhibitors!

GRAND & SENIOR CHAMPION: MAHONEY ALTITUD ALLY-RED, RESERVE SENIOR CHAMPION: HEATHERSTONE RAVYN-RED-
JACOB M. & AIDEN J. TIMMER ET, TYLER & ALLISON RATKA

RESERVE GRAND & INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION: HM GRAND & RESERVE INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION:

LUCK-E ADVANCER AWESOME-RED, SOPHIA & ISABELLA UNIQUE CHIEF CHEERS 2.0, AVA & BRYSON KIEFFER

JUNIOR CHAMPION: THREESISTERS JEALOUS SL-RED, RESERVE JUNIOR CHAMPION: BAKERPRIES WILDTHING-RED-ET,
SHELBY S SWANSON BRAXTON DUBE
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STATE SHOW RESULTS

The 2025 Minnesota State Holstein Show was held on June 21, 2025, in Kasson, Minnesota. Judge Chip Savage placed
160 head. Premier Breeder and Exhibitor was Mat-Ar-Dor Holsteins. Congratulations to all exhibitors!

GRAND & SENIOR CHAMPION: MAHONEY ALTITUD ALLY-RED,
JACOB M. & AIDEN J. TIMMER

RESERVE SENIOR CHAMPION: LIDDLEHOLME DIAMND LUST-
ET, SIERRA SWANSON & RACHEL COYNE

RESERVE GRAND & INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION: BUDJON-VAIL
KNGDC SIERRA-ET, TIEDE CATTLE & NATHAN JOHNSON

JUNIOR CHAMPION: PUNDSACK RH SHABOOZY-RED-ET,
INTRIGUE, T & L CATTLE & SCOTT CULBERTSON

HM GRAND & RESERVE INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION: MILLEN
MASTER MEMPHIS-ET, SOPHIA & ISABELLA SCHIFFLER

RESERVE JUNIOR CHAMPION: CLEARVIEW LAMBDA HI-JUMP-
ET, THAD E SCHLAUDERAFF
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JUNIOR HOLSTEIN SHOW RESULTS

The 2025 Midwest Fall National Junior Show was held on August 26 & 27, 2025, in St. Paul, Minnesota. Judge Lynn
Harbaugh of Wisconsin sorted the show. Congratulations to our MJHA members who exhibited and bred animals!

RESERVE GRAND & SENIOR CHAMPION: T-TRIPLE-T PUZZLE- RESERVE SENIOR CHAMPION: HIGHERGROUND HANCOCK
ET, O E C & C FELTMANN & B SMITH & K PHOENIX 860, ASHLEY EMILY & ROGER MELLGREN

GRAND & INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION: DREAMWAY-GENX HM GRAND & RESERVE INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION:

MASTER ABBY, CHLOE & CARLY FELTMANN & KEATON PHOENIX CLASS-A PEPPER-ET, BRALIN REGAN

JUNIOR CHAMPION: WEIGLAND ICANDY ALEXEVIE-ET, RESERVE JUNIOR CHAMPION: DO-N-JOY HULU JANEY-ET,
BRITNEY SMITH BROOKLYN, BRYCE & BLAKELY KOHLS
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OPEN HOLSTEIN SHOW RESULTS

The 2025 Midwest Fall National was held on August 26 & 27, 2025, in St. Paul, Minnesota. Judge Lynn Harbaugh of
Wisconsin sorted the show. Premier Breeder and Exhibitor was Crisdhome Farms. Congratulations to all exhibitors!

GRAND & SENIOR CHAMPION: BEVENS-CREEK WILMA, RESERVE GRAND & RES SENIOR CHAMPION: MALARKY DEL-
FELTMANN DAIRY FARMS LLC TALAM ARMYANT, MALARKY HOLSTEINS

HM GRAND & INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION: LAFONTAINE RESERVE INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION: SCHWAB THUNDER
UNIX AMELIE, T & K KOHLS & R &K MACKINSON SHRUCK MEG, SCHWAB FARM

JUNIOR CHAMPION: BEVENS-CREEK DYNAMITE-ET, RESERVE JUNIOR CHAMPION: WEIGLAND ICANDY ALEX-
FELTMANN DAIRY EVIE-ET, BRITNEY SMITH
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Bob and Jeannette Sheehan’s story began on the St. Paul
campus of the University of Minnesota Twin Cities,
where their shared love of dairy farming first brought them
together. That connection grew into a marriage, a family,
and a lifelong commitment to the dairy industry. Today, the
Sheehans are proud parents of three married children Kelly
(Dan) Kendall of Sauk City, WI, Andrew (Juliana) Sheehan
of Rochester, MN, and Krista (Jordan) of Rochester, MN
and grandparents to seven active grandchildren. Both Bob
and Jeannette grew up with a passion for dairy cattle and
knew they wanted to make farming their life’s work. After
college, Bob began his career in extension before moving
into a role as Sire Procurement Manager at Minnesota Val-
ley Breeders. Six years later, in 1984, he returned to Roches-
ter to join his father, Jim, and brothers, Jimmy and Jerome,
on the Sheehan family farm. There, the next generation of
Sheehans learned the value of hard work and teamwork by
being active on the farm alongside their cousins.

This September marks 41 years since Bob and Jean-
nette made the move back to the family farm. At the time,
the couple had only a house on the property. Together, they
quickly built a 52-cow tie-stall barn with feed storage, and
moved the family over on Thanksgiving weekend. From the
start, the Sheehans were focused on building a herd that
reflected both function and longevity. “With both of us lov-
ing dairy judging and functional cows, we set a goal to milk
cows that had high milk production, functional type, strong
feet and legs, sound udders, and cows that would last many
lactations and pay the bills,” Jeannette explained.

The Sheehan family is celebrating their 41st year of
dairy farming, a milestone that reflects both on tradi-
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tion and progress. Today, the operation spans two sites:

a freestall barn managed by two of the Sheehan brothers’
families and a tie-stall barn that Bob and Jeannette’s fam-
ily has always overseen. From the beginning, the Sheehans
were committed to shaping their herd through their own
decisions in genetics, nutrition, and cow management. In
the early years, with no outside help, the family worked to-
gether to balance farm chores with meetings, school events,
and church functions. Now, with the addition of a herd
manager and milking staff to handle daily responsibilities,
Bob and Jeannette are able to dedicate more time to attend-
ing the activities of their seven grandchildren and spending
time with family.

Providing wholesome food to feed the world, working
with animals, and watching the progress in genetics, nutri-
tion, cow management, and agronomy to create the most
efficient cow and milk product are what drive the Sheehan
family. Their passion for dairying goes hand in hand with a
deep commitment to the community that surrounds it. For
the Sheehans, involvement in the dairy community is both a
responsibility and a privilege. “We feel it is important to be
involved with the dairy community, sharing our strengths
and learning
new strategies
from fellow dairy
producers,” they
explain. That
philosophy has
guided their
family through
decades of active




participation. Growing up in 4-H and Holstein programs,
Bob and Jeannette wanted their children to have those same
opportunities. Over the years, they served as dairy lead-

ers, chaperones, and judging coaches, while also giving
their time on local, state, and national boards. Today, Bob
serves as president of the Minnesota Livestock Breeders
Association, while Jeannette contributes her leadership

on the World Dairy Expo Board and the Olmsted County
Fair Board. The Sheehans also cherish the friendships and
memories built through dairy. Like many farm families,
their summer vacations were often spent at National Hol-
stein Conventions, where they formed lifelong bonds. One
of the closest connections has been with the Loren Olson
family, whose children grew up alongside their own, creat-
ing friendships that still endure. For the Sheehans, being
part of the dairy community means more than farming; it
means belonging to a network of people who share the same
passion, values, and commitment to agriculture. It is about
giving back, building relationships, and carrying forward a
way of life that has shaped their family for generations.

The Sheehan family has always placed a strong emphasis
on breeding cows for both milk production and functional
type. Much of their success can be credited to the genetic
foundation they carefully built, working with influen-
tial sires such as Walkway Chief Mark, Blackstar, Picston
Shottle, and Regancrest Durham. Bob’s early experience
as a sire analyst, combined with their son Andrew’s career
at ABS, gave the family valuable opportunities to study
top cow families and select genetic lines that aligned with
their goals. Over the years, this commitment to genetics
has brought many rewarding moments, but none more
memorable than 2016, when the Sheehans achieved a
lifelong dream by exhibiting the Grand Champion Holstein
and Reserve Supreme
Champion at World
Dairy Expo, a moment
they describe as noth-
ing short of magical.

The lease program

at Sheeknoll Farms has been an important part of the fam-
ily’s outreach for more than 12 years. It began when Bob
and Jeannette’s nephew from Chicago and later Jeannette’s
sister Libby’s sons from Apple Valley, MN, wanted to be
involved in showing dairy cattle. The first calf was leased to
Dylan when he was only three years old. With the support
of Jeannette’s parents, Dylan was able to show a novice calf
at the District Show in Cannon Falls. That calf, Sheeknoll
Durham Arrow affectionately known as “Thomas the cow”
was housed at her parents’ farm in a hutch next to the ga-
rage, where her retired father found great joy in caring for
it each day. As Dylan and his brother Cooper grew, friends
also wanted to participate, leading to the formation of an
urban 4-H club in their neighborhood. From there, the
program quickly expanded. Today, Sheeknoll animals are
leased to youth across multiple counties. In 2025, a total of
33 youth including 24 from Dakota County, 7 grandchil-
dren, and 2 additional family members from Chicago leased
calves from the Sheehan family. At the Dakota County Fair
alone, 22 Sheeknoll animals were exhibited, with 13 spring
calves in one class, 10 of them from Sheeknoll Farms. The
experience not only resulted in smiles, pride, and five state
fair trips, but also provided valuable mentorship, as older
members taught younger ones how to care for, clip, and
prepare their animals. With dairy farms becoming fewer in
number across the state, the Sheehans are proud that their
lease program is helping to sustain and grow the 4-H dairy
project, ensuring young people still have the chance to be
involved. Families who participate deeply value the oppor-
tunity, with many driving more than an hour twice a week
throughout the summer so their children can work with
their animals.

For the Sheehans, the lease program is about much
more than showing cattle; it is about cultivating respect for
agriculture. “Watching kids have an opportunity to experi-
ence where their food comes from is what drives our pas-
sion for this program,” the family explains. “It gives them an
appreciation for the care and work that goes into producing
food, and helps them understand how important agriculture
is in their lives” Many of these youth may go on to become
legislators, health professionals, or even farmers, and the
Sheehans believe the experience gives them perspective they
will carry into any career path. Perhaps most rewarding is
seeing how this opportunity has already influenced career
choices for some participants. For the Sheehans, that impact
and the joy of watching children form bonds with animals
makes the lease program one of the most meaningful parts
of their farm story.

Jeannette explained that seeing her family grow and
now watching her grandchildren have a sound understand-
ing of the importance of Faith, Family and Farming, is what
makes her the most proud to be a dairy farm family!

By: Allison Foss, MHA Summer Intern

FALL 2025 MINNESOTA HOLSTEIN NEWS 17



GoLDEN GoPHER FuTturiTY LI
- TWO-YEAR OLD FUTURITY -

The Golden Gopher Futurity is sponsored and governed by the Minnesota Holstein Association. Its purpose is to
stimulate interest in breeding and developing outstanding Holsteins for type regardless of individual herd size. It is open

to any Minnesota breeder of Holsteins identified through Holstein Association USA, Inc.
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This will be a continuing program
with  the 2025 competition
designated as Futurity No. LL
One nomination is required for
each animal that competes. All
nominations are the responsibility
of the owner and must be made
on regulation entry blanks, along
with specified fees, postmarked
by the nomination date and other
rules. All money received from the
nominations in the Futurity class
shall make up the purse entered on
the basis of their placings.

Any registered Holstein female,
owned by a Minnesota Holstein
Association member, and born
from 9/01/24 through 8/31/25 is
eligible for Golden Gopher Futurity
L. One payment of $25 shall be paid
by 12/1/25.

A breeder may nominate any
number of females in the type
futurity. Nominations must be
postmarked no later than the due
date.

Animals nominated will be shown
in a special two-year old futurity
class at the Minnesota State Show,
in 2027, winners and awards to be
based on the placing at that show.
Showing in this class does not
eliminate her from showing in the
All-Minnesota two-year old classes.
All rules and regulations of the
show are to be adhered to. Placings
will be made by an official show
judge. The purse shall consist of all
money received by nomination fees,
less the expenses for its promotion
and management. All money will
be kept in a special fund and used
only for futurity purposes. Money
received for LI nominations will
only be used for animals entered in
that class.The money in this class
will be divided among placings as
follow:

First Place - 15%; 2nd Place - 10%;
3rd Place - 8%; 4th Place - 6%; 5th
Place 5%; 6-10 Placings - 4%; 11-
15 Placings - 3%; 16-25 Placings -
2%. Remaining 1% to be used for
administration fees.

If fewer than 25 animals are
competing, the remainder will be
divided equally among the entries.

All nomination fees are committed
to the purse. No refunds will be
made whether an animal completes
or eligibility is discontinued.

Any animal sold after being
nominated will remain eligible if the
new owner is a Minnesota Holstein
member.

The Minnesota Holstein Association
is sponsoring and governing the
futurity and will not be responsible
for any accident or injury in
connection with the show.

« Look at your animals that were
born between September 1, 2024
and August 31, 2025.

« Choose any animal that you
believe has the potential of doing
well in their class.

« Submit the form below along
with payment prior to Decem-
ber 1, 2025.

NOMINATION FOR GOLDEN GOPHER FUTURITY LI

NAME OF OWNER AT BIRTH:

ADDRESS:

NAME OF BREEDER:

ADDRESS:

REGISTRATION NUMBER:

NAME OF ANIMAL:

SIRE:

DATE OF BIRTH:

Nomination and payment due to the MHA Office by 12/1/25 - P.O. Box 83, Glencoe, MN 55336
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OBITUARY: HARRIET SCHLECHT

Harriet Schlecht, age 89, of rural Porter, MN
passed away peacefully with her family at her
side on Sunday, July 20, 2025 at the Sanford
Canby Medical Center in Canby, MN. Memo-
rial service will be held at 2:00pm on August
Ist at the First Baptist Church in Canby, MN.
Visitation will be held one hour prior to the
service at the church. Houseman Funeral
Home, Birk Chapel in Canby, MN has been entrusted with the
arrangements. Harriet Adell Schlecht was born on November 30,
1935 to Caleb and Eleanor (Nyland) Bjur in LaMoure County,
North Dakota. She grew up on the family farm in rural Kulm,
ND and attended country school in Swede Township. After at-
tending high school in Kulm, Harriet attended Bethel College in
Minneapolis, MN and Valley City Teacher’s College in ND and
taught school in Napolean, ND for 1 year. Harriet met Calvin
Schlecht during summer break at the July Fourth celebration at
Roy’s Park near Kulm. They were united in marriage on July 22,
1956 in Kulm. Calvin was in the Army, so they lived in Sheboy-
gan, Wisconsin until Calvin’s discharge in February of 1957.
After his discharge they moved to LaMoure County, ND for a
short time before moving to a farm by Monango, ND where all
six children were born. They farmed and milked cows together.
They moved to their current farm near Porter, MN in December
of 1964 in partnership with the Rhea Brothers. Here they bred,

TOP PRICES PAID

— Jon yown calitle —

AMERICAN FOODS GROUP TIM SCHIEFELBEIN

KIMBALL, MN
Holstein Contracting | Dairy Cross Fats

LONG PRAIRIE PACKING

LONG PRAIRIE, MN
Bulls | Lean Cows

TYREL LEMBKE

DAIRY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

ALBERT LEA, MN
Holstein Steers | Lean Cows
Bulls | Fed Cows | Dairy Cross Fats

RILEY RUBLE

LONG PRAIRIE PACKING BUYING STATION

LONG PRAIRIE, MN
Lean Cows | Bulls
Fed Cows | Holstein Steers

HUTCHINSON BUYING STATION

HUTCHINSON, MN
Lean Cows | Bulls
Fed Cows | Holstein Steers

320-398-2700

877-300-9298

507-402-2510

BRANDON VAN HAVERMAET
320-290-9220

RICKY SCHIEFELBEIN
320-234-6413

raised, and milked Holstein dairy cattle. In 1971 they bought out
the partnership, and it became Caliet Holsteins. Calvin, Harriet
and family exhibited cattle at numerous local, state and national
shows. In July of 2001, after many years of milking, they sold the
dairy operation and began raising beef cattle until their retire-
ment. They were routinely seen at local sale barns and attending
grandchildren’s activities. They attended the First Baptist Church.
Harriet & Calvin enjoyed a cup of coftee, visiting with friends and
going for drives to check out the crops and the countryside. Har-
riet was an excellent cook, and everyone enjoyed her cracker jack,
butter cookies and hard tack. Harriet and Calvin enjoyed their
birthday celebration held on July 5th in Porter with many friends,
neighbors and relatives attending. Harriet was hospitalized on
July 16th and passed away peacefully on July 20th with her family
at her side at the age of 89 years, 7 months and 20 days.Grateful
for having shared Harriets life is her husband of 69 years, Calvin
and their six children: Darcy Schlecht, Cavour, SD, Carla (Duane)
Nieuwboer, Kenneth, MN, Kirby (Kim) Schlecht, Whitewood, SD,
Kim (Beth) Schlecht, Balaton, MN, Jay (Julie) Schlecht, Easley,
SC, and Monty (Julie) Schlecht, Canby, MN; 15 grandchildren, 12
great-grandchildren, 2 step-grandchildren along with numerous
relatives and friends. She is preceded in death by her parents, one
brother, Virgil (Darlene) Bjur & two brothers-in-law, Dabolt Ket-
terling & Elroy (Jean) Schlecht.

.5 AMERICAN
’i‘ FOODS GROUP

AmericanFoodsGroup.com

HOLSTEIN STEERS « BULLS « FED COWS

LEAN COWS « DAIRY CROSS FATS
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08/25 CDCB-S/HA Genomic Evaluations. Evaluations for non-conformation
M E M B E R k\ Phone: (614) 878-5333 traits are Powered by CDCB™. 6HHP$, Herd Health Profit Dollars and NGEN are

registered trademarks of Select Sires Inc., Plain City, OH. ™GForce is a trademark of

'/ WWW.SSMCO0D.COM Select Sires Inc. All listed sires qvl;zlri{féflzoﬁ(;ei:;n&r\l'fxport to Canada except COBOT.
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