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CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
JUNE
11-15: Minnesota State Holstein Show, Sauk Centre, MN
17: Region 7 Youth Dairy Show, Hutchinson, MN
21: Central MN Youth Dairy Days Show, Sauk Centre, MN
22: MHA Field Day, Do-N-Joy Genetics, Arlington, MN
22: Southeast MN Youth All-Breeds Dairy Show, Caledonia, MN
24-27: National Holstein Convention, Salt Lake City, Utah
24: Midwest Fall National Entry Form Opens
28: West Central Youth Dairy Days Show, Willmar, MN
29: Southern MN Youth Dairy Days Show, New Ulm, MN

JULY
6: District VI Holstein Show, Cannon Falls Fairgrounds
24: District I Holstein Show, Olmsted County Fairgrounds
29: Mail-In Entries Close for Midwest Fall National
31: District VIII Holstein Show, Stearns County Fairgrounds
31: Online Entry Deadline for Midwest Fall National

AUGUST
3: District X Holstein Show, Clearwater County Fairgrounds
5: District IV Holstein Show, Pipestone County Fairgrounds
9: District V Holstein Show, Carver County Fairgrounds
17: District II Holstein Show, Steele County Fairgrounds
27-28: Midwest Fall National, MN State Fairgrounds

SEPTEMBER
1: Advertising Deadline for September/October Publication

OCTOBER
1-4: World Dairy Expo, Madison, WI
18: MHA Fall Sale Consignment Deadline

NOVEMBER
1: Advertising Deadline for December Publication
16: MHA Fall Sale

DECEMBER
1: Golden Gopher Futurity Entry Deadline

MINNESOTA HOLSTEIN
ASSOCIATION
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Greetings to all MHA
members! I would like to
start by welcoming our
new business manager
Megan Nelson from
Glencoe, MN. We are
excited to have her on
board to engage with the
membership. Megan and
Hailey are tremendous
individuals that have
extraordinary talents that

is greatly appreciated by the board. I encourage
you to reach out and welcome Megan to the team!
In addition, I would also like to welcome our new
board members who have chosen to step forward
to give their time to serve the association and I
personally want to thank all past and present
board members. We truly appreciate all the years
of commitment that Kris and Tracy have given to
the organization!

While milk prices are not ideal, the value of
the Registered Holstein continues to show its
resiliency to bring more lifetime pro�tability
and unmatched genetic progress. �ere is a lot of
excitement a�er the All-Breeds Convention and
the board would like to invite everyone to join us
on June 22 nd at Do-N-Joy Genetics in Arlington
for Field Day. Check out the full schedule in this
issue.

Minnesota State Holstein Show this year
will be held June 11-15 at the Stearns County
Fairgrounds in Sauk Centre hosted by the Stearns
County Holstein Club. Entries are open online at
FairEntry. Please complete registration by May
21. All entries must be completed accurately.
I hope you can attend and enjoy a great show
along with spending a some time visiting with
other breeders.

As I start my term as president, I look forward
to visiting with the members of this organization
and listen to how the board can better serve
breeders of Minnesota and South Dakota! As
always, feel free to reach out to me with any
concerns or new ideas for improving Minnesota
Holstein Association at 605-695-3676.

- Darrel Rennich, MHA President

Photograph by MHA member - Rachel
Kurth

On the Cover :

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
Darrel Rennich

Darrel Rennich
MHA Board President

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
DARREL RENNICH
President
Term Expires 2025
46679 204th St., Bruce, SD 57220
(605) 695-3676 | drennich@diamondv.com

ERIC SONNEK
Executive Committee Chair, Junior Activities
Term Expires 2025
15439 150th Ave., Foreston, MN 56330
(320) 266-1510 | ensonnek@gmail.com

TERMS EXPIRE 2025
ASHLEY SWENSON
Finance Chair History, Executive
45711 380th St., Nicollet, MN 56074
(507) 241-0544 | aekswenson@gmail.com

RANDY GROSS
Nominations/Legislative, Membership
1771 130th Ave., Lake Benton, MN 56149
(605) 864-1422 | randy-ashgrove@itctel.com

TERMS EXPIRE 2026
CHRISTOPHER SCHULZE
Breed Activities/YAC , History
1963 150th Ave, Holland, MN 56139
(507) 820-0452 |
christopher.schulze@jacks.sdstate.edu

TONY KOHLS
Sale, Marketing & Communications,
Executive
40917 296th St., Arlington, MN 55307
(612) 226-4180 | tonykohls1080@gmail.com

JACOB PEHRSON
Junior Activities
39199 391st Ave, St. Peter, MN 56082
(507) 340-6538 | jrpehrson@gmail.com

NATHAN DONNAY
Sale, Show/Futurity, Executive
6245 120th Street, Glencoe ,MN 55336
(320) 510-3381 | donna035@umn.edu

TREVOR EKKEL
Show/Futurity, Marketing & Communications,
Executive
633 130th Avenue, Pipestone, MN 56164
(507) 215-7521 | viewcrestholsteins@gmail.com

TERMS EXPIRE 2027
REBECCA GROOS
Marketing & Communications, Membership,
Nominations/Legislative
8062 Cty Rd 6 SW, Howard Lake, MN 55349
(320) 290-9555 | rgroos24@gmail.com

LUCAS PLAMANN
Breed Activities/YAC, Sale
2213 Lake Hook Rd, Hutchinson, MN 55350
(320) 583-1784 | plamannlucas@gmail.com

CHAD KIEFFER
Ra�e, Show/Futurity, Sale
26234 County Road 33, Utica, MN 55979
(507) 259-4985 | chadkie�er@hotmail.com

KARI SWANSON
Breed Activities/YAC, Juniors, Ra�e
54815 Meeker Renville Line Rd., Hutchinson,
MN 55350
(320) 583-3978 | 3sistersdairy@gmail.com

STAFF
MEGAN NELSON
Business Manager
(320) 259-0637
minnesotaholstein@gmail.com

HAILEY FRERICKS
Marketing Manager
(320) 249-2341
 mnholsteinmarketing@gmail.com

NATIONAL DIRECTORS
SPENCER HACKETT
17011 Aspen Rd. NE, Rice, MN 56367
(320) 393-3056 | spenett@jetup.net

HOLSTEIN USA
REGIONAL REPS
DENNIS DEVORE
(319) 270-5038
ddevore@holstein.com

TIM ABRAHAMSON
(612) 308-4066
tabrahamson@holstein.com

Darrel Rennich

Photograph
Kurth

On



4 MINNESOTA HOLSTEIN NEWS JUNE 2024

Greetings from the MHA o�ce!
Megan here - I would like to thank

everyone for the warm welcome I received as
I started working with MHA in March as the
Business Manager. During my �rst week on the
job, I had the opportunity to stop by the Minnesota
Junior Holstein Convention in Willmar. I was
impressed with the amazing convention the
Junior Board put on for the junior membership.
�e future of the dairy industry is in good hands
with these hard working, outstanding young
leaders!

In another sta�ng update, we would like
to formally welcome Kalie Ritter as our summer
intern! She will aid in executing our state show,
district shows, and complete projects for the MHA.
Kalie just completed her freshman year studying
Agricultural Science at South Dakota State
University. She grew up on a fourth generation
dairy farm in Avon, Minnesota. Welcome, Kalie!
Our summer calendar is �lled with activities
around the state! We hope to see you at some of
the upcoming events!

We are gearing up for the 2024 Minnesota
State Holstein Show hosted by the Stearns County
Holstein Club in Sauk Centre from June 11-June
15. �e full state show schedule and other related
information can be found on our website under
the “State Show” tab.

Shortly a�er the State Holstein Show, we
will gather at Do-N-Joy Genetics in Arlington,
MN for the 2024 Minnesota Holstein Association
Field Day on Saturday, June 22. Field Day will
include speakers, a judging contest, a �tting
demonstration for youth, and a meal. Make plans
to join us!

A very busy June concludes with the
National Holstein Convention in Salt Lake City,
Utah. We would like to extend our well wishes to
those representing our organization.  Good luck
to the junior members who will be competing
throughout the week!

It’s hard to already think about the end of
summer, but mark your calendar for the Midwest
Fall National, slated for Wednesday, August 28th.
Registration information will be available soon.
As always, thank you for what you do! We
appreciate all of our Holstein breeders and
supporters and appreciate the opportunity to
work with you.

Please do not hesitate to contact us
with any questions. Megan can be reached at
minnesotaholstein@gmail.com or by phone
at (320)-259-0637. Hailey can be reached at
mnholsteinmarketing@gmail.com or by phone at
(320) 249-2341.

-Amanda and Hailey, MHA Sta�

Hailey Frericks
Marketing Manager

 From the Minnesota Holstein Sta�

Hailey FrericksHailey FrericksHailey

Megan Nelson
Business Manager

JOIN US IN WELCOMING OUR MHA SUMMER INTERN!
Kalie Ritter has been selected as our MHA
Marketing and Events Intern and will play a
crucical role in executing a successful Minnesota
State Holstein Show,  district shows across the
state, Minnesota Holstein Field Day, and a variety
of other activities throughout the summer.

Meet Kalie
Hi everyone! My name is Kalie Ritter and I am
so excited to have this amazing opportunity this

summer! I am currently a freshman studying
Agricultural Science at South Dakota State
University. �e dairy industry is very near
and dear to my heart as I grew up on a fourth
generation dairy farm in Avon, Minnesota. I
grew up showing dairy cattle from my farm
through 4H and have enjoyed all the aspects of
the show community. I am so grateful for this
opportunity and I can’t wait to get to know all of
you!

MHA’S DEDICATED CORPORATE SPONSORS
GRAND CHAMPION
American Foods Group
Leedstone
D&H Field Services Inc.
TransOva
MN Corn Growers
RESERVE CHAMPION
Foresight Bank
American AgCo Trading Company

HONORABLE MENTION
Select Sires Member Cooperative
Farmers Win Co-op
Valley Dairy Supply
CentraSota Cooperative
Form-A-Feed
Windy Ridge Veterinary Clinic, PLLC
Magni� Financial
Midwest Embryo Transfer Service, LLC
Diamond K Genetics, PLC

Nelson Milk Hauling
Citizens State Bank
Carlson Wholesale Inc.
B & R Dairy Equipment
FRIEND OF MHA
Famo Feeds Inc.
First District Association
Keep Em Walkin Hoof Care
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HOLSTEIN ASSOCIATION USA REPORT
Happy June Dairy Month! At Holstein Association USA, we’re looking forward to celebrating our hard-working 
members this month. We hope you take some time to do the same – whether it’s by competing in or watching a 
show, attending National Holstein Convention, or simply enjoying an extra glass of milk or scoop of ice cream! 
�ank you for the dedication you put into caring for your herds each and every day – we feel honored to work with 
such diligent and talented members.

NEW BULLS JOIN THE HOLSTEIN MARKETPLACE SIRES LINEUP
Holstein Marketplace Sires recently welcomed three exciting new bulls to the program. With bulls bred and owned 
by Registered Holstein breeders across the country, Holstein Marketplace Sires provides a unique avenue for Hol-
stein breeders to market their genetics. Under this program, bull owners retain ownership of the bulls, and Hol-
stien Marketplace Sires coordinates the marketing and sales of the bull’s semen. Holstein Marketplace Sires semen 
is available through your Holstein Association USA Regional Representative, or online at www.holsteinusa.com/
marketplacesires. Whether you’re looking for high type, high production, polled, red or red carrier bulls, A2A2, 
or more, Holstein Marketplace Sires  provides a variety of niche market bulls. Visit www.holsteinusa.com for more 
information on all the bulls in the program. 712HO01030 Coldsprings Jitters-PP-ET Jitters is bred and owned by 
Coldsprings Farms of New Windsor, Maryland. One of the highest GTPI and homozygous polled bulls available 
without restrictions, Jitters has a GTPI of +2889. Jitters is also a Red Carrier, A2A2 bull with +1543 Milk and +2.33 
PTAT with tremendous udders at +2.30 UDC. �is unique bull is the full package and currently available in con-
ventional semen.
712HO01028 Townlinceacre Lariat-ET | Lariat is bred and owned by Townline Acres Holsteins in Birnamwood, 
Wisconsin. A balanced bull, Lariat brings both Type and production to the table at +3.06 PTAT, +779 Milk, and 
+0.9 DPR. He has a full proven sire stack with in�uential bulls from top to bottom and is from a true breeding cow 
family. Lariat is also A2A2 and available in sexed and conventional semen.
712HO01029 Arizona Kevin-ET | Kevin is bred and owned by Arizona Dairy Company in Gila Bend, Arizona. He’s 
an elite restriction free sire at +3174 GTPI, +1220 NM$, and +1239 DWP$. Kevin also boasts great production and 
components with +1367 Milk, +119 Fat, and +68 Protein. Additionally, Kevin has tremendous health traits with 
+6.7 PL, 0.0 DPR, and 2.65 SCC. He’s an A2A2 bull available in sexed and conventional semen.

UPCOMING JUNIOR OPPORTUNITIES AND DEADLINES
We continue to be proud of our Junior Holstein Association members and their many accomplishments. From the 
showring to the dairy bowl room, to the farm and everywhere in between, Junior members demonstrate a bright 
future for the dairy industry. �e National Junior Holstein Association and Holstein Foundation o�er a variety of 
opportunities for Junior members to make new friends, learn new things, and hone their skillset in many areas. 
�ere are several upcoming activities and deadlines for Junior Holstein members to be aware of.

NATIONAL HOLSTEIN CONVENTION
�e 2024 National Holstein Convention will provide the perfect environment for Junior Holstein members to 
gather, make new friends, compete in contests, stretch themselves, and have fun. While adult members are busy 
attending featured speaker sessions during Holstein Horizons, the Annual Meeting, tours, evening socials, or the 
National Sale, Junior Holstein highlights include tours, workshops, and evening activities such as dances and relay 
races. National Junior Holstein Association and Holstein Foundation contests such as Prepared Public Speaking, 
Dairy Bowl, Dairy Jeopardy, State Digital Scrapbook and State Banner will take place. New this year, an 
Extemporaneous Speaking Contest will be held for Senior division members (ages 18 to 20). �e convention will 
conclude with a Junior Awards Banquet recognizing the accomplishments of Junior Holstein members. To learn 
more about National Holstein Convention, visit www.holsteinconvention.com.

JUNIOR TRANSFER DEADLINE
Junior transfers are due to the Holstein Association USA o�ce by Monday, July 15 via mail. Online transfers may 
be submitted up until 11:59 p.m. EST on Monday, July 15. Please double-check that all registration papers are in 
order for upcoming National Junior Holstein shows you plan on competing in.

VIRTUAL INTERVIEW CONTEST
�e Virtual Interview Contest is being o�ered again in 2024 for Junior Holstein Association members. �e contest 
is designed to help youth master the cra� of making a good impression virtually to garner scholarships, internships, 
jobs and more. Participants in three age divisions will submit a cover letter and resume and �nalists will be selected 
to compete in a virtual interview. Entries are available at www.holsteinusa.com/juniors and are due 
October 1, 2024.
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DO-N-JOY GENETICS
HOSTED BY:

Farm AddressDate
Saturday, June 22, 2024 40917 296th St.

Arlington, MN, 55307

Door P rize Raffle
Purchase your door prize ra	e tickets at Field

Day to win a custom farm sign or table top!

Junior Activities
There will be a youth fitting demonstration,

manure bingo fundraiser, and judging contest.

Meal
Complimentary meal for attendees consisting of:
pulled pork, smoked corn, ice cream, and more!

Judging Contest
3 classes of cows with a mens, womens, and

juniors division. Prizes awarded to all winners!

Schedule
NOON
Arrival

12:30 PM
Welcome

1 PM
Judging Contest

1:45 PM
Lunch

2:30 PM
Youth Fitting Demonstration

3 PM
Speakers
3:45 PM

Dessert & Ra�e Drawing

2024  MHA  Field  Day

Farm AddressFarm AddressFarmDate

Schedule
NOON
Arrival

12:30 PM
Welcome

1 PM
Judging Contest

1:45 PM
Lunch

2:30 PM
Youth Fitting Demonstration

3 PM
Speakers
3:45 PM

Dessert & Ra�e Drawing

2024  MHA  Field MHA  Field MHA  Day
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Schedule of Events
MIDWEST FALL NATIONAL

Registration Opens | Wednesday, June 24, 2024
Mail-In Entry Deadline | Monday, July 29, 2024

Online Entry Deadline | Wednesday, July 31, 2024
Arrival | Monday, August 26, 2024 4 a.m.-1 p.m.

Guernsey Show | Tuesday, August 27, 2024 9 a.m. - Judge: Kurt Wolf, IA
Milking Shorthorn Show | Tuesday, August 27, 2024 9 a.m. - Judge: Kurt Wolf, IA

Ayrshire Show | Tuesday, August 27, 2024 10 a.m. - Judge: Chad Ryan, WI
Midwest Fall National Red & White Show | Tuesday, August 27, 2024 10 a.m. - Judge: Keith Topp, OH

Brown Swiss Show | Wednesday, August 28, 2024 9 a.m. - Judge: Chad Ryan, WI
Midwest Fall National Holstein Show | Wednesday, August 28, 2024 9 a.m. - Judge: Ryan Krohlow, WI

Midwest Fall National Jersey Show | Wednesday, August 28, 2024 9 a.m. - Judge: Kelli Cull, WI
Supreme Champion Selection | Thursday, August 29, 2024 10 a.m.

Departure | Thursday, August 30, 2024 1-5 p.m.

OBITUARY: HOWARD SWENSON
 Former State Representative Howard

Swenson (93) of rural Nicollet died
peacefully on Sunday, March 24, 2024.

 Funeral service will be held on
Wednesday, April 3, 2024 at 11:00 AM at
the Norseland Lutheran Church located
10 miles west of St. Peter (37777 MN ST
Highway 22), MN on State Highway 22.
Burial to follow at the Norseland Lutheran
Cemetery.

 Visitation will be held at the Norseland
Lutheran Church on Tuesday, April 2,

2024 from 4:00-8:00 PM and on Wednesday, April 3, 2024 from
10:00-11:00 AM, 1 hour prior to the service at the church.  Pastor
Kyle Madson o�ciating.

 Howard was born December 20, 1930 in New Ulm, MN to
Maurice and Alice (Peterson) Swenson.  He was baptized and
con�rmed at the Norseland Lutheran Church where he was a
lifelong member.  He graduated from Bethany Lutheran High
School in 1948.

 He married Jane Lippmann on September 13, 1952 at the
Methodist Church of Fairfax, Minnesota.  Together they had 5
children: Julianne, Janet, Nancy, Ruth and Paul.

 Howard remained on the home farm all of his life, which was
home-steaded in 1857, specializing in breeding Registered Holstein
dairy cattle.  In 1993 he received the “Breeder of the Year” award
from the Purebred Dairy Cattle Breeders’ Association.

 Howard endlessly volunteered within his community and the
dairy industry.  He thrived o� his keen interest in his church,
community, state, and country.

 He served his church as treasurer, trustee and a cemetery board
member.  He also sang in the church choir for over 50 years.

 He was a very active 4-Her in his youth and later served as an

adult leader.
 He served 10 years in the Minnesota Legislature as a State

Representative, while serving he received awards from numerous
groups for his service.

 He was a charter member of the Nicollet Lions Club and
remained an active member throughout his life.

 Additionally, Howard served 12 years on the Nicollet School
Board.  He was an active board member of the Minnesota Holstein
Breeders’ Association and the Minnesota Purebred Dairy Cattle
Association, the Federal Land Bank of Mankato, Nicollet County
Farm Bureau, and served eight years on the Minnesota Rural
Finance Authority Board.

 Howard was named “Outstanding Young Farmer” in 1965 and
given the “Longtime Meritorious Service Award” by the Minnesota
Holstein Association in 2011.

 Howard and Jane were named “Nicollet County Farm Family
of the Year” in 1987, “Friends of 4-H” in 1995, and received the
Minnesota Farm Bureau “Honorary Life Membership” award in
2023.

 He is survived by Jane, his wife of 71 years, �ve children:
Julie (Rick Wagner) Gintner of Lonsdale, MN.  Janet Swenson of
Roseville, MN.  Nancy (Rod) Dorn of Nevis, MN.  Ruth (Mark)
Lumley of Austin, MN. Paul (Cindy) Swenson of Nicollet, MN.
13 grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren, many nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.  Other family members include sisters Mable
Handel of Wichita Falls,TX and Karen (John) Radway of Lincoln,
NE.  Sisters in-law Sandie Swenson of Forest Lake, MN and Evelyn
Swenson of St. Peter, MN, Louise (David) Tweit of Gibbon, MN and
Ellen (Jerry) Bauer of Clinton, WI.

 He was preceded in death by parents Maurice and Alice Swenson,
sister Shirley Olsen, brothers Owen Swenson, Douglas Swenson and
infant brother Paul.
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CRESCENTMEAD JAURORA-RED EX-92
Owned By: Tony, Katherine, Brooklyn, Bryce and Blakely Kohls | Do-N-Joy Genetics

2022 MN STATE R&W SHOW:
- 1ST PLACE SR. 2 YEAR OLD
-INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION
- BEST UDDER
2022 MN STATE HOLSTEIN SHOW:
- 1ST PLACE SR. 2 YEAR OLD
2022 MIDWEST FALL NATIONAL SHOW:
- 1ST PLACE SR. 2 YEAR OLD
2023 MN STATE R&W, JR &
HOLSTEIN SHOW:
- 1ST PLACE SR. 3 YEAR OLD
- GRAND CHAMPION
-BEST UDDER

2023 MIDWEST FALL NATIONAL R&W SHOW:
- 1ST PLACE SR. 3 YEAR OLD
- INTERMEDIATE CHAMPION
- GRAND CHAMPION
- BEST UDDER
2023 MN STATE FAIR:
- RESERVE SUPREME CHAMPION
2023 WORLD DAIRY EXPO:
- 3RD PLACE JUNIOR SR. 3 YEAR OLD
2023 HONORABLE MENTION JUNIOR
ALL-AMERICAN R&W SR. 3 YEAR OLD
2023 NOMINATED JUNIOR ALL-AMERICAN
B&W SR. 3

2024-2025 BOARD MEMBERS
At the 2024 All-Breeds Convention in St. Cloud, Minnesota,
MHA hosted their annual meeting on Saturday, March 9. During
the annual meeting, board member elections took place to
determine leadership for the Minnesota Holstein Association in
the coming year.

�ere were two active board members running for re-election:
Rebecca Groos and Lucas Plamann. Additionally, Nathan
Johnson, Chad Kie�er, and Kari Swanson vyed for a position on
the board. Four members were elected to serve in 2024-2025 to
complete the 13-member MHA Board.

Kris Gruenes and Tracy Schaefer �nished terms on the board, and
MHA would like to extend their thanks to them for their years of
service and dedication to the association and the Holstein breed.

�e newly elected board appointed six members to serve on
the executive committee. �e 2024-2025 Executive Committee
includes:

President: Darrel Rennich, Bruce, SD
Vice President: Eric Sonnek, Foreston, MN
Finance Chair: Ashley Swenson, Nicollet, MN
Nate Donnay, Glencoe, MN, Trevor Ekkel, Pipestone,
MN, and Tony Kohls, Arlington, MN

�e MHA Board of Directors is eager to serve the association’s
members and promote growth among the MHA membership.

2024-2025 MHA BOARD MEMBERS:
Front, left to right: Nate Donnay, Glencoe, MN; Chris Schulze,
Holland, MN; Darrel Rennich, Bruce, SD; Eric Sonnek,
Foreston, MN; Randy Gross, Lake Benton, MN; Ashley
Swenson, Nicollet, MN.

Back row, left to right: Kari Swanson, Hutchinson, MN; Jacob
Pehrson, St. Peter, MN; Lucas Plamann, Hutchinson, MN; Chad
Kie�er, Utica, MN; Trevor Ekkel, Pipestone, MN; Tony Kohls,
Arlington, MN.

Not pictured: Rebecca Groos, Howard Lake, MN







Dairy cattle judging is strong at the University of Minnesota,

so strong that its teams have placed 1st overall in 12 of the 24 contests across the past 8 contests held

at the All-American Dairy Show (Harrisburg, PA), the North American International Livestock Exposition

(Louisville, KY), and World Dairy Expo (Madison, WI).

Also, the University of Minnesota has placed 1st or 2nd overall in 22 of the 36 contests across the

past 12 held at these 3 locations. No other university comes close to this incredible record of success.

In 2023, the University of Minnesota was 1st overall in the national contest at World Dairy Expo by a

53-point margin. This was the 3rd time in the past 8 contests that the University of Minnesota has placed

1st in the national contest, and no other university has placed 1st more than once in that interval of time.

If you want a career in the dairy industry, consider the University of Minnesota.

In addition to participating in our highly successful dairy judging and dairy challenge programs, you can

join the Gopher Dairy Club, whose student members gain experience and industry contacts through

many activities such as an all-expense-paid 10-day senior trip to California in January.  Both inside and

outside the classroom, our dairy professors make teaching and working with students their top priority.

Learn more today at ansci.umn.edu

ONGOING SUCCESS!

GOLD!
GO FOR THE

www.umn.edu
612.624.2277

www.ansci.umn.edu

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

677_MidwestHolstein_DairyAd_2023_FINAL.indd  1 11/8/23  1:13 PM



Wisconsin Holstein Association
902 8th Avenue, Baraboo, WI 53913

Phone (608) 356-2114 • Fax (608) 356-6312
1-800-223-4269

wisholsteins@gmail.com
www.wisholsteins.com

WISCONSIN HOLSTEIN ASSOCIATION STAFF:
Laura Wackershauser, Executive Director
Mara Budde, Director of Communications

EmmaRae Brown, Director of Marketing & Membership

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Ryan Weigel, President  - 608-434-4109

Kurt Loehr, Vice President  - 920-602-0101
Steve Maier, Secretary - 715-226-0709

Ty Hildebrandt, Exec. Committee - 920-253-7797
Krista Luedtke, Exec. Committee - 920-779-0332

Brian Coyne  - 715-495-1447
Patrick Crave - 920-988-6437
Todd Hoesly - 608-558-6437
Joe Meyer  - 715-223-5918

Nicole Miller-Speich - 608-289-0411
Brenda Murphy - 608-575-1525

Ralph Petersheim - 608-632-3893

NATIONAL DIRECTORS:
Tony Brey - 920-495-2555 Bob Webb - 920-377-1079
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OFFICERS
Walt Wessel, President • 563-590-8162

28547 400th St, Greeley, IA 52040 • wesselcrest@msn.com
Paul Stempfle, Vice-President • 563-590-8162

16707 100th St, Maynard, IA 50655• pstempfle94@gmail.com
Shellie Volker, Secretary/Treasurer • 319-269-0318

20252 130th St, Sumner, IA 50674 • shelliev@ymail.com
Brianna Lucey, Editor • 563-329-1003

203 N. Homestead St., Garnavillo, IA 52049 • iowaholsteins@gmail.com
DISTRICT DIRECTORS

Doug Lyons • 563-419-0275 • 131 Military Rd, Castalia, IA 52133
Sheri Danhof • 563-380-5945 • 1225 Parsley Dr, Waukon, IA 52172

Doug Brown • 563-880-6776 • 39284 Skip Level Rd, Colesburg, IA 52035
Dan Bolin • 319-278-4288 • 30707 180th St, Clarksville, IA 50619

Jim Vierhout • 712-439-2932 • Box 563, Hull, IA 51239
Jeff Hammerand • 563-744-3611 • 23920 N Bankston Rd, Epworth, IA 52045

Tom Holub • 319-213-4256 • 4638 Linn-Jones Rd, Monticello, IA 52310
DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE

Kevin Fossum • 563-535-7783 • 1267 Jeglum Rd, Waterville, IA 52170
Larry Landsgard • 563-419-5576 • 17518 Gunder Rd, Postville, IA 52162

Trent Henkes • 563-783-2479 • 18467 165th St, Luana, IA 52156
Blake Courtney • 563-387-7879 • 2564 Pole Line Road, Ridgeway, IA 52165

Heather Moore • 563-357-1611 • 22654 92nd St, Maquoketa, IA 52060
Tom Simon • 563-599-9183 • 10644 Cemetery Rd, Farley, IA 52046

Jason Volker • 563-920-8151• 9161 M Ave Maynard, IA 50655

IOWA Holstein
ASSOCIATION
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Midwest Holsteins Index to Advertisers

Sugar-C LN Elude-Red VG-87-2Y-CAN
Grand Champion & Intermediate Champion of the Red & White Show,
2nd Winter 2-Year-Old, Ontario Spring Discovery Holstein Show
owned by Agriber Societa Agricola Srl, Beckridge Holsteins, Lily Beckett, Quality
Holsteins, Oscar & Eric Dupasquier and Patience Holsteins LTD

Sugar-C  Abbey Road-Red-ET
Reserve Intermediate Champion & 1st Junior 3-Year-Old,

Midwest National Spring Show
owned by Golden Oaks

Sugar-C Ln Ex and Os-Red-ET  *PO
Full sister to Elude-Red!
Now owned by Agriber Societa Agricola Srl,
Beckridge Holsteins, Lily Beckett, Quality
Holsteins, Oscar & Eric Dupasquier and
Patience Holsteins LTD

ALL DESCENDANTS OF GOLDEN-OAKS O ARRIEL-RED-ET  2E-92!
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cover photo by Sarah Thomas

Midwest Holsteins Circulation 2023
Wisconsin: 1600 Illinois: 260
Minnesota: 530 Iowa: 300
Michigan: 885 Ohio: 740
Missouri: 500

Midwest Holsteins Breeder Advertising Rates
Full page, color: $450
Half page, color: $250

PRINT MEDIA...
• Is tangible and memorable
• Has a longer shelf life
• Complements digital promotional efforts
• Allows for easy recall of information
• And overall more time is spent with physical media

Contact your state editor to save your space for the
October Midwest Holsteins!





Brood cows are the reason for breeding success at Olmar Farms. For 80 years Olmar Farms has

worked to develop deep cow families that work in any environment. Beloxia and Bellady are 2 of the

latest in the barn who are proving themselves as the next generation of extra special Bella’s.

BRIAN + JILL NELSON · US HWY 14 SLEEPY EYE, MN 56085 · (507) 220-0730
WWW.OLMARFARMS.COM · OLMARFARMS@SLEEPYEYETEL.NET

Qu�ns of Olmar

PBR HERD 54 YEARS · PGH HERD 28 YEARS · BAA 110.2 · RHA ON 2X 29,859M 1165 F 961P

Qu�ns of Olmar

Olmar D�rman Be�ady
2E 92

Olmar Sympatico Boloxia
2E 90

6-08 2X 365D 41,753 3.8% 1569 2.9% 1198

10TH GENERATION EXCELLENT AND 14
GENERATIONS EX/VG FROM

THE BELLA FAMILY

DAUGHTERS BY KENOSHA VG 87 AT 3 YRS, FANCY
HEIFER BY TRACTOR, GR DAUGHTER JUST

FRESH BY FUEL

4-06 2X 365D 36.570 4.0% 1458 3.2% 1162

14TH GENERATION EXCELLENT & VERY
GOOD FROM THE BELLA FAMILY

DAUGHTERS BY CHARISMA EX 90 AT 3 YRS (PHOTO
BELOW), DOC G+ 84 AT 2 YEARS, AND AN APRIL

CALF BY BRUINS

Olmar Charisma Boloxie
EX 90

2-00 2x 365d 32.434 3.9% 1252 3.3% 1065
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You’re Invited! GRAND OPENING
June 22 • 10:30 AM to 8 PMYou’re Invited!You’re Invited!You’re June 22 • 10:30 AM to 8 PM

•  Ice Cream on the farm •
•  Harvest Street Food Truck will be serving up lunch from 11 AM-2:30 PM  •

•  There will be a petting zoo with a variety of animals  •
•  Stay for the big name reveal of our Highlander calf!  •

We look forward to sharing our farm with you on June 22!

VANDOSKE’S COUNTYLINE CREAMERY
W1823 County Line Road, Cleveland, WI

(920) 782-0095 • vcountylinecreamery@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook!
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At Trans Ova Genetics, we’re empowering breeders to
build a tomorrow that exceeds expectations. We provide
the complete toolbox of services you need to create a
legacy of excellence. Today’s choices shape tomorrow’s
success. Choose Trans Ova Genetics and and leave a
lasting legacy for the next generation.

For a full list of locations, visit www.transova.com

TODAY IS YOUR
OPPORTUNITY

BUILD THE
TOMORROW
YOU WANT.

embryo transfer • in vitro fertilization • sexed semen
Donor Housing • recipient options • Genetic Preservation • Cloning





MARATHON COUNTY HOLSTEIN BREEDERS

Exci�ng 2-Year-Olds
SYNERGY-FUST PFCT PILLOW-ET VG-87

+2983 GTPI
Daughter Synergy-Fust Shpstr Pier-ET +3276 GTPI

being worked at Sunshine Genetics

FUSTEAD ZZ TOP IRENE-ET VG-87
+2956 GTPI

Daughter Fustead Sheepster Iduna-ET +3175 GTPI 
being worked at Sunshine Genetics

We will be hosting the Marathon County Dairy 
Breakfast on Sunday, June 23 from 8 AM to Noon

FUSTEAD HOLSTEINS
Wausau, Wis. 

Brian & Wendy Fust
Phone: 715-842-5868
Fax: 715-848-0465

Tyler, Shannon, Sarah, Tanner and Savannah
Adam, Jennifer, Aiden, Bailey & Connor

Leon & Lytle Matthie
231056 Hwy Q, Ringle, WI 54471
Leon: 715-297-8485 | Lyle: 715-297-8483
www.llmdairy.com
Visitors welcome!

12 - MIDWEST HOLSTEINS, Summer 2024

L-L-M-Dairy First Place EX-91 93-MS at 5-01

L-L-M-Dairy Humblkind Pixie EX-91 92-MS at 5-01

L-L-M-Dairy Slamdunk Deluxe EX-90 91-MS at 6-06

L-L-M-Dairy Jedi Duster-ET EX-90 90-MS 2E at 6-06

L-L-M-Dairy Morno Dainty-ET EX-90 90-MS at 6-00

L-L-M-Dairy Rapid Phire-ET VG-86 87-MS at 4-09

L-L-M-Dairy Rapid Popeye-ET VG-86 87-MS at 4-09

L-L-M-Dairy Doctor Dolitle VG-85 87-MS at 3-06

L-L-M-Dairy Cnway Praying-ET VG-85 85-MS 2-09

Wayne, Samantha and 
Justin Giese
115021 Huckleberry Rd., Edgar, WI 54426
Cell: 715-965-7147
samwaydairy@yahoo.com

Samway Crush Allure EX-91 EX-93 MS
Samway Dback Tsunami EX-90 EX-90 MS

J-E-G Durham Fireworks VG-85 VG-MS @ 2-06
     Bred and owned by Justin Giese

Briccows Warrior Denali VG-85 VG-MS @ 2-07
     Housed for Rob and Heather Yenter 

Hilrose Altitude Atlas VG-85 VG-MS @ 2-07

Our Latest 
Cla	ifica�� Highlighʦ

• Bosside Abby’s Homecoming RC  
A2A2- BB +2828 GTPI +2.79 PTAT. Maternal sister to 

Rebel-Red at Select Sires.

• Bosside Network Angela-Red-ET   
A2A2 - BB. Out of a full sister to Rebel-Red 

• Bosside Redeye Spirit-Red-PP 
out of Windleway A Tart-P-Red EX with 10 more EX dams 

in her pedigree. 
They are special young cows and will be fresh soon and 

for sale.

Due late summer and f� sale: 

John & Tineke Boschma
118470  Chesak Road, Edgar, WI 54426

John Cell: 715-721-0916     Tineke Cell:  715-316-3918
bossideholsteins@hotmail.com

April’s Cla	ifica�� Highlighʦ



Ded-Dit Holsteins
DED-DIT HOTLINE SAHIRA

EX-93 EX-94 MS 2E
5-01 354 39,971M  3.8%F 1536F 3.3%P 1315P RIP

Doug Dittmar
6006 - 3 Birch Street, Schofield, WI 54476 | 715-571-0843

WATCH FOR THE CHEESE CURD STAND TO BE AT
THESE EVENTS THIS SUMMER

Call Milkyhill Cattle Sale for rates
CONTACT ED MIELKE - 715-574-2931

Gary’s Dairy
Good-Time Registered Holsteins

Gary Stankowski, Owner

Home:
3860 Sugar Bush Rd.
Mosinee, WI 54455
715-693-3197

Farm:
543 Hwy S

Mosinee, WI 54455
715-693-0799

Mike, Barb, Madison and Abigail Borchardt
W4370 Wien Drive, Edgar, WI 53325

715-352-2448

Moo-dyAcres

June 23: Marathon County Dairy Breakfast at Fustead Holsteins
July 3-4: Athens 4th Of July Celebration

August 15-18: Athens Fair
August 23-25: Edgar Steam Engine Show

MIDWEST HOLSTEINS, Summer 2024 - 13

MARATHON COUNTY HOLSTEIN BREEDERS

MARATHON COUNTY

PRIZES
1st Place: Registered Holstein Calf (Sept/Dec) or

 $1000 Cash
2nd Place: $500 Kwik Trip Gift Card
3rd Place: 1/4 Beef
4th Place: $250 Fleet Farm Gift Card
5th Place: 2 Packer Tickets or $250 cash
6th Place: 1/4 Beef
7th Place: 1 Pie a Month for a Year
8th Place: $250 Athens Hardware Hank Gift Card
9th Place: $100 Texas Roadhouse Gift Card
10th Place: $100 Mullens Cheese Gift Card
11th Place: $100 Weber Farm Store Gift Card
12th Place: $100 Lynn Dairy Gift Card
13th Place: $100 Culvers Gift Card

HOLSTEIN ASSOCIATION COOPERATIVE
2024 CALF RAFFLE

Drawing held August 17, 2024
at the Athen’s Fair following the Little Britches
Dairy Show

$20 per ticket  |  $100 for 6
Need not be present to win

Call Doug Dittmar, 715-571-0843
License: #R0037296A-45832

14th Place: $100 Dairy State Cheese Store
15th -16th Places: $100 cash
17th - 19th Places: $75 cash
20th - 22nd Places: $50 cash







blumenfeldholsteins.com 

Blumenfeld Holsteins

6189 170th St. N.

Hawley, MN 56549

Brian cell# 701-630-2713

brian@blumenfeldholsteins.com

7H16425 Lateral, available from Select Sires!
2942 gTPI, 1121 gNM$ A2A2

7H16535 Recharge, available from Select Sires!
3058 gTPI, 1088 gNM$ A2A2

14H16788 Icefyre, available from Select Sires!
3115 gTPI, 1226 gNM$ A2A2

*bulls above are also available sexed!*

"�9��
14H17198 Blumenfeld Symmetry
Lionel X Fortnite x Renegade
3147 gTPI/ 1149 gNM$
A2A2, 217 CFP, 102 Z_MAST!
Dam pictured at left, awesome
young cow!
No Gameday blood, no semen
restrictions!
Available from Select Sires!
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Luck-E Happen Auxiliary  VG-87 VG-88 MS
Happen x EX-94 Ammo x EX-94 Afro x EX-94 Asia
1st Jr & 5th Junior 2-Year-Old, Midwest National Spring Holstein Show
Intermediate Champ. of the Jr. Show, Midwest National Spring Holstein Show

Daniel Olson & Sons | olson.dan99@yahoo.com | 920-676-2516
6575 Tower Drive Rd., Lena, WI 54139
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Brent  Moyer   |   Brent  Robinson  |   Caro,  Michigan
989.553.4333  |   Bren_Haven@yahoo.com
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Double W Kade Maiden NP  ‘V86’
Fresh in January - milking 103# on her first test. 

1st Sr 3 YO & Grand Champion Kentucky National Show 2024
2ND Sr 3 YO & HM Intermediate Champion Ohio Spring Dairy Expo 2024

SIRE: Double W Kade P  *Superior Sire*

1ST DAM:  CIE Double W Jaguar Mona  ‘2E90’
 2-07 313D 3X 23,920M 3.2   764F 3.3 793P
 3-07 277D 3X 21,360M 3.3   714F 3.3 703P
 4-07 347D 3X 25,270M 4.2 1060F 3.4 862P

2ND DAM: IE Double W Pepper Montana  ‘V86’  *Certified*
LIFETIME:  1507D  102,970M  4072F  3602P

3RD DAM: ID Double W 6309  ‘2E90’
LIFETIME:  1193D  110,250M  3887F  3848P

Thanks to the Jones Family for making her available.
Owned with Fairdale Farms.
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A SINCERE

Thank You
FROM, DO-N-JOY GENETICS

DO-N-JOY GENETICS
TONY - KATHERINE - BROOKLYN - BRYCE - BLAKELY KOHLS

40917 296TH STREET, ARLINGTON, MN 55307

WE WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND A TOKEN OF GRATITUDE TOWARDS ALL 
THOSE THAT HELPED MAKE OUR MIDWEST SPRING 

EDITION SALE POSSIBLE!

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE NEAR AND FAR WHO BID, BOUGHT, 
ASSISTED, AND SHOWED UP!
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Lyn-Vale TstormGabriella-ET EX-92 EX-92 MS
2-06    365    32,693    3.7    1,201    3.0    982
3-11    261    29,145    3.5    1,034    2.9    835   RIP

Sire: Blondin Thunder Storm
Dam: Lyn-Vale Sanchez Gretchen EX-94 3E EX-94 MS
5-11  348  34,043  3.5  1,180  3.3  1,108
Granddam: Lyn-Vale Allen Gabardine EX-92 2E EX-91 MS
Next 9 Dams: EX-93 3E, EX-91 3E GMD, EX-91 2E, EX 5*, EX, EX 2*, 
VG 6*, EX 3*, VG 3*

Gabriella exemplifies what we at Lyn-Vale look for in the “complete” cow: production, type, and from a cow family with longevity.

Gabriella is one of everyone’s barn favorites.  We look forward to her continued development.  She is due in December 2024 to 
250H16490 Townlineacre DL Lombardi, and is carrying a heifer calf.  

Watch for family members of the “G” family at the shows this summer.

A special thank you to all the people who have purchased or leased animals from our herd in 2024.  We look forward to success stories 
with them along with the continued development of their cow families.  Your SUCCESS is our SUCCESS.

Lastly, to all our friends who have made the hard decision to exit the dairy business, we wish the very best in your future endeavors.

Lyn-Vale Farms William Schultz Family
W5787 County Road N, Waldo WI 53093
920-980-0455

Yvonne Preder, managing partner
920-918-1948
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KCCK Genetics | Tom & Sarah Kruse and Family

Iowa Holstein Association State Picnic
Saturday, August 24th

Join Us!

KCCK Genetics is the home to Tom, Sara, Kaleb, Cole and Carter Kruse, they milk
100 cows of the following breeds.  Holstein, Jersey, Brown Swiss and Ayrshire.

All hands are on deck at KCCK, Tom handles the day to day operations of the
farm.  Sara, is the US Dealer Sale Manager for STgenetics and takes care of all the
bookwork and coordination of the IVF and breeding programs of the farm.

Kaleb is an Agronomist for Innovative Ag and enjoys working with farmers
reaching their crop goals.  Kaleb also works for Cowbuyer.com and has most recently
been enjoying  reading pedigrees and being a ringman at sales. Kaleb has also been
blessed to be chosen to judge many local, state, and national shows.  �is year he

will be the associate judge for the Brown Swiss Show at World Dairy Expo. At the age of 26, we have been told that he is the youngest to
grace the colored shavings as a judge.  He works at the farm before and a�er work and on weekends.  Kaleb specializes in the feeding of
the show and housed animals.

Cole hoof trims with Demmer Hoof Trimming and is at the farm a�er work and on the weekends,  Cole works in all aspects
of the farm from breeding, to matings, to heifer care and milking.  Cole has been honored to judge shows at the local, state and national
level.  Cole will be sorting out the Ayrshire Jr. Show at Louisville, Kentucky this year.

Carter works construction for Craig Schulte Construction and drives semi a�er work and on the weekends.  Carter also works
at the farm before work and a�er work and weekends as well. Carter is in charge of all the baby calves and is great help with �eld work
and manure application.

�e Kruse’s own and operate KCCK Genetics Boarding where they take pride in reaching the success and goals of their clients.
�is excitement and skill has derived from show ring success, growing and maintaining show animals for over 25 years.

Kruse’s have built three new heifer facilities in the last two years. Kruse’s have a baby calf barn that holds 50 animals in individ-
ual stalls, a barn for weaned to breeding age, and a show barn for special housing of donors, show animals, and cows.  �ey are looking
forward to the next phase a bred heifer barn and dry cow/prefresh barn.

In addition, the Kruse family sells raw milk at the heifer site location known as Kruse Family Dairy Products LLC. �is busi-
ness is just up and running and is becoming quite successful.

�e Kruse’s are thankful for all the people and friends they have met through the dairy industry.  For everyone who has helped
or mentored them throughout the years.  Some of their greatest memories and fun times have been at Conventions, Sales, and Shows.

�e Kruse’s are honored to host the 2024 Iowa Holstein Picnic, Saturday August 24.

KCCK Genetics | 12 p.m
More details to come! Please watch our Facebook for additional details.

1507 300th Ave., Dyersville, IA 52040

Hope to see you there!
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Dates have been set for district shows all across the state for 
the summer of 2024. Check out the information below for 
details and dates of upcoming district Holstein shows! 

July 6: District VI Holstein Show
Location: Cannon Falls Fairgrounds, Cannon Falls
Time: Noon
Judge: Steven Nelson
Show Contact: John Sauber · 952-412-5185

July 24: District I Holstein Show
Location: Olmsted County Fairgrounds, Rochester
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Judge: Josh Fairbanks
Show Contact: Kayla Sexton · 507-421-3587

July 31: District VIII Holstein Show
Location: Stearns County Fairgrounds, Sauk Centre
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Judge: Erica Irrthum
Show Contact: Karla Smeija ·320-339-5684

August 3: District X Holstein Show
Location: Clearwater County Fairgrounds, Bagley
Time: 11:00 a.m.

Judge: Matt Hansen
Show Contact: Mark Titera · 218-694-2413

August 5: District IV Holstein Show
Location: Pipestone County Fairgrounds, Pipestone
Time: TBD
Judge: TBD
Show Contact: Bernice VanHulzen · 507-215-2424

August 9: District V Holstein Show
Location: Carver County Fairgrounds, Waconia
Time: 9:00 a.m
Judge: Luke Olson
Show Contact: Corey Feltmann · 952-239-8752

August 17: District II Holstein Show
Location: Steele County Fairgrounds, Owatonna
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Judge: Crystal Sinn
Show Contact: Daria Stransky · 
daria.stransky@gmail.com

Watch the MHA Facebook page for the latest show 
updates, results and coverage throughout the summer!

2024 DISTRICT SHOW SCHEDULE
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THIS YEAR’S DISTRICT SHOWS!

MINNESOTA HOLSTEIN DISTRICTS

District I
Fillmore
Houston
Olmsted
Wabasha
Winona

District II
Dodge
Freeborn
Mower
Steele
Waseca

District III
Blue Earth
Brown
Fairbault
Martin
Nicollet
Watonwan

District IV
Big Stone
Chippewa
Cottonwood
Jackson
Lac Qui Parle
Lincoln
Lyon
Murray
Nobles
Pipestone
Redwood
Renville
Rock
Swift
Yellow Medicine

District V
Carver
Hennepin
Le Sueur
McLeod
Meeker
Sibley
Scott
Wright

District VI
Dakota
Goodhue
Ramsey
Rice
Washington

District VII
Anoka
Chisago
Isanti
Kanabec
Mille Lacs
Pine

District VIII
Benton
Crow Wing
Kandiyohi
Morrison
Sherburne
Stearns

District IX
Clay
Kittson
Marshall
Norman
Pennington
Polk
Red Lake
Roseau
Traverse
Wilkin

District X
Becker
Douglas
Grand
Hubbard
Mahnomen
Otter Tail
Pope
Stevens
Todd
Wadena

District XI
Aitkin
Carlton
Cass
Cook
Itasca
Koochiching
Lake
Lake of the 
Woods
St. Louis

District XII
Beltrami 
Clearwater

Individuals can participate in 
any district show they would like, 
regardless if it is located in your 

home county!

Location: Clearwater County Fairgrounds, Bagley
Time: 11:00 a.m.

Watch the MHA Facebook page for the latest show 
updates, results and coverage throughout the summer!

MINNESOTA HOLSTEIN DISTRICTS

District I
Fillmore
Houston
Olmsted
Wabasha
Winona

District II
Dodge
Freeborn
Mower
Steele
Waseca

District III
Blue Earth
Brown
Fairbault
Martin
Nicollet
Watonwan

District IV
Big Stone
Chippewa
Cottonwood
Jackson
Lac Qui Parle
Lincoln
Lyon
Murray
Nobles
Pipestone
Redwood
Renville
Rock
Swift
Yellow Medicine

District V
Carver
Hennepin
Le Sueur
McLeod
Meeker
Sibley
Scott
Wright
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Hello Everyone,

My name is Alexis Hoefs and I am the newly elected
MJHA President! �is year for the juniors has already
been a busy one with our extremely successful Jr.
All-Breeds Convention. We had juniors from all
parts of the state join together in Wilmar, MN. �e
weekend was �lled with games, contests, speakers,
and wonderful tours. Even a little snowstorm didn’t

stop the fun! Additionally, we elected our new junior
board. I am extremely excited to lead this group of
wonderful and hardworking individuals for the next
year! �e junior board is looking forward to all the
amazing events we have planned for the summer
and beyond. Be on the lookout for any updates or
announcements by following the Instagram or
Facebook. Best of luck to everyone this show season!

- Alexis HoefsAlexis Hoefs
MJHA President

 From the MJHA President

JUNIOR MOOS

2024 MJHA Board Members
President: Alexis Hoefs
Vice President: Tyler Ratka
Secretary: Allison Foss

Treasurer: Blake Siewart
Reporter: Shelby Swanson
Historian: Tyler Peters

All-Breeds Liason: Dan Frericks
Directors: Evelyn Sche�er, Jayden
Schmitt, Lanna Walter

�e 2024 Minnesota Junior All-Breeds Convention took place March
22-24, 2024, at the Best Western in Willmar, Minn. �is convention is
held for juniors under 21 who are passionate about the dairy community
and the dairy cow. It was a great chance to meet new people throughout
the state who share a common interest. Youth from across the state
of Minnesota gathered on Friday, March 22nd, for the beginning of
convention—themed Mooving to the Wild West. �e Jeopardy and
Prepared Public Speaking contests took place Friday a�ernoon again
this year. All attendees enjoyed activities such as mixers and fun
icebreakers and ended the night with the dairy knowledge bowl test.

Saturday of convention was a busy day �lled with contests, tours, the
annual awards banquet, and a dance. Juniors started the day by eating
breakfast and competing in contests such as dairy quiz bowl. �is
was a chance for members to present their dairy industry knowledge.
�e juniors then enjoyed a luncheon followed by a tour of Building
Blocks Dairy in Kerkhoven, MN. While at the farm, juniors learned
about nutrition from Barry Visser. We also had Ridgewater host some
wonderful workshops for the youth. Here, the juniors were able to do
some hands-on activities like ultrasounding and using a Penn State
shaker box.

Later that evening, members dressed up for the annual awards banquet

with keynote speaker Natasha Mortenson. She encouraged members
to “�nd their brand.” Within the banquet this year, each breed had
the opportunity to share any updates and show highlights with the
juniors. It was fun to hear from the Ayrshire, Jersey, and Red and
White Holstein organizations. �e juniors were then recognized for
their hard work by presenting awards to the winning production
records, dairy jeopardy participants, dairy knowledge bowl teams, and
prepared public speaking winners. �ad Schlaudera� was presented
with the Distinguished Junior Member (DJM) award, Kamrie Mauer
received the honor of Young Distinguished Junior Member(YDJM),
and Eric Sonnek was presented with the MJHA’s Udder Best award for
his amazing dedication to assisting the junior organization. Due to
incoming weather, elections were held before the banquet which allowed
the announcement of the new board members to take place at end of
the banquet. �e newly elected board members include Alexis Hoefs,
Tyler Ratka, Shelby Swanson, Blake Siewert, Lanna Walter, and Jayden
Schmitt. �e night was capped o� with juniors busting out their best
moves on the dance �oor.

On Sunday, the convention wrapped up with a business meeting,
breakfast, and door prizes. �e board allowed attendees to leave early so
everyone would make it home safely! �e 2023-2024 board was elected
and is listed below.

Prepared Public Speaking
Junior Division:
1st place: April Schroeder
2nd place: Toben Tibor

Senior Division:
1st place: Shelby Swanson
2nd place: Alexis Hoefs

Folding Display
Junior Division:
1st place: Austin Howe
2nd place: Tanner Howe

Photo Contest
1st place: Toben Tibor
2nd place: Kamrie Mauer
3rd place: Brooklyn Holtz

Junior High Production Award:
1st place: Alex Schroeder
2nd place: Alex Schroder
3rd place: Shelby Swanson

High School Senior Scholarship:
Shelby Swanson

Junior Memorial
Scholarship Winners:
Allison Foss
Alexis Hoefs
Evelyn Sche er

Dairy Jeopardy
Junior Division:
1st place: Daphne Frericks
2nd place: Clare Caughey
3rd place: Charlie Nelson

Intermediate Division:
1st place: Monika Frericks
2nd place: Ella Lahr
3rd place: Mausten Krueger

Senior Division:
1st place: Calvin Benrud
2nd place: Evelyn Sche er
3rd place: Lanna Walter

Quiz Bowl
Junior Division
1st place: Allison Ratka, Ella Lahr, Izzy
Lahr, Maddie Hoefs
2nd place: Isabella Raths, Jonathan
Raths, Clara Benrud, Ben Sche er,
and Jillian Timmerman
3rd place: Livia Kurth, Kamrie Mauer,
Briecyn Kurth, and Monika Frericks

Senior Division
1st place: Dan Frericks, Evie Sche er,
Calvin Benrud, and Tyler Peters
2nd place: Shelby Swanson, Lanna
Walter, Haddie Walter, and Jayden
Schmitt
3rd place: Ryan Rechtzigel, Matthew
Sche er, Maggie Wingert, Melony
Wingert, Martina Wingert, and Mady
Wingert
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2024 MHA AWARD WINNERS

PERSON OF THE YEAR AWARD
Alan Graves, IA

MINNESOTA DISTINGUISHED YOUNG HOLSTEIN
BREEDER AWARD
Luke Olson, Hutchinson, MN

LONGTIME MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARD
Kenn Mueller, Arlington, MN

MINNESOTA DISTINGUISHED JUNIOR MEMBER
Thad Schlaudera�, Frazee, MN

Congratulations to all of our award winners!

NINE YEARS OF SERVICE ON THE MHA BOARD
Tracy Schaefer, Lafayette, MN
Kris Gruenes, Richmond, MN

MINNESOTA YOUNG DISTINGUISHED JUNIOR MEMBER
Kamrie Mauer, Brownton, MN
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ANNUAL MEETING: MINUTES
MINNESOTA HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN BREEDERS 

ASSOCIATION INC.
Annual Membership Meeting

March 9, 2024
�e membership of the Minnesota Holstein Association 

met on Saturday March 9, 2024, at the Best Western Kelly Inn in 
St. Cloud, MN.

Committee meetings took place online during the week of 
January 8, 2024.

�e annual meeting was called to order at 2:06 PM by 
president, Kris Gruenes.

Tracy Schaefer made a motion to approve the agenda; 
seconded by Trevor Ekkel. Motion passed unanimously.

Annual meeting minutes from the 2023 Annual Meeting 
were handed out in the supplemental materials packet. Attendees 
read through the minutes and had no proposed changes. Darrel 
Rennich made a motion to approve the minutes as read; seconded 
by Rebecca Groos. Motion passed unanimously.

Financial Report
Ashley Swenson presented a �nancial report based on 

the current �scal year. She concluded that there was some 
reallocation and restructuring of MHA’s funds to better invest 
in the money. She asked for any questions or concerns and heard 
none. �e CDs are invested with much stronger interest rates 
than in year’s past. �is year, the bus tour was added to the budget 
in an e�ort to inject interest dollars back into breed activities. 
Overall, the membership felt that the membership is in a strong 
�nancial position. �ose that helped with hosting the National 
Holstein Convention were thanked for playing a big role in the 
sound �nancials of the association. Tony Kohls made a motion to 
accept the �nancial report as read; seconded by Rebecca Groos. 
Motion passed unanimously.

Sta� Update
Hailey Frericks provided a sta� update which included 

thanking the membership during the �rst year in her position 
and informing them on the projects she was working on. She 
concluded that a summer intern, Kalie Ritter, has been hired. 
Next, Hailey will begin working on items for the sale and state 
show.

Darrel Rennich gave an update on the Business Manager 
position and said there were a total of eight applicants. �e 
committee has interviewed the candidates and the board will 
make their selection during the reorganizational meeting. �ey 
are hoping to have a candidate hired within a week.

Awards
�e membership congratulated and thanked Kris Gruenes 

and Tracy Schaefer for their nine years of service to the MHA 
Board. Crescentmead Jaurora-RED-ET was recognized as winning 
this year’s Holstein of the Year contest, Tony & Katherine Kohls 
were presented with a certi�cate and will receive a free half page 
advertisement in the June edition of the Minnesota Holstein News.

Past President’s Address
Andy Steinhagen stated that the past MHA president’s met 

during the January MHA Board of Directors meeting and chose 
the winner of the Longtime Meritorious Service Award Winner. 

�e winner was Kenn Mueller who was recognized at the All-
Breeds Convention Banquet.

Holstein USA Report
Emily Bosch discussed her position with HAUSA. �ey 

continue to publish magazines, host TV shows of RFTV, and put 
out a lot of di�erent social media content. �e 2024 National 
Holstein Convention will be held on June 22-27 in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. Registration is currently open and the early bird discount 
applies through April 15. She said that if you plan to attend be sure 
to check out the meal plan options. Emily advised the membership 
to encourage junior participation and learn about the awards and 
deadlines within HAUSA. Spencer Hackett spoke about current 
trends within HAUSA. He said that registration is down 1-2%, 
basic ID is down 7%, and transfers are up 11%. �e classi�cation 
program is growing into other breeds and the semen program 
has been picking up through Marketplace Sires. �ey have leased 
an o�ce space in Fort Atkinson, WI. �e Elevation project is still 
going to be completed. Dennis Devore noti�ed the members that 
they have stabilized the �eld sta�. He will be covering majority 
of Minnesota and Tim Abrahamson will still be covering the 
northern part of the state.

MJHA Report
Eric Sonnek reported that there was currently 338 junior 

members and growing. �e Junior All-Breeds Convention will be 
held on March 22-24 in Willmar, MN. �ere is roughly 120 youth 
sign up and the juniors will be touring Ridgewater and Building 
Blocks Holsteins.

Presidents Address
Kris Gruenes gave her president’s address that went over 

events that happened throughout this past year and her favorite 
memories on the board.

Nominations Committee Report
Individuals who have accepted their nomination to run 

for the MHA Board were: Rebecca Groos, Lucas Plamann, Kari 
Swanson, Chad Kie�er and Nathan Johnson. Kris Gruenes asked 
for any further nominations and there were none. Eric Sonnek 
made a motion to cease nominations; seconded by Beth Brekke. 
Motion passed unanimously. Rebecca, Lucas, and Kari spoke 
about themselves and plans if they were elected onto the board. 
Chad and Nathan had previously submitted videos regarding 
their candidacy that were played as they were not able to attend in 
person. Ballots were passed out to paid MHA members and tallied. 
Rebecca Groos, Chad Kie�er, Lucas Plamann and Kari Swanson 
were elected into the four vacant seats on the MHA Board. Lucas 
Plamann made a motion to destroy the ballots; seconded by Russ 
�yen. Motion passed unanimously.

Legislative Committee Report
�e legislative committee previously and presented

their proposed changes to the MHA resolutions which 
were passed out to attendees. Darrel Rennich presented that 
Resolutions 1-36 had no proposed changes other than removing 
resolution #33: Tail Docking. Andy Steinhagen made a motion 
to accept the proposed changes to Resolutions 1-36; seconded by 
Trevor Ekkel. Motion passed unanimously.

Resolution 37 was read:
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Whereas the testing for stray voltage that’s done by utility 

companies does not use accurate research;
�erefore, be it resolved MN Holstein supports the use of 125 

om resistor in testing instead of 500 oms, and;
Also be it resolved that the MN Stray Voltage Guide is 

updated with accurate testing protocols and levels of concern so 
as to �nd and remedy the issue on farms.

Eric Sonnek made a motion to accept Resolution 37 as read; 
seconded by Kari Swanson. Motion passed unanimously.

Resolution 38 was read:
Where as dairy cows produce both milk and meat products, 

and where as honest food labeling, including method of 
production, is paramount to consumer transparency.

Be it resolved that “meat” be reserved to food/protein sources 
originating from animal �esh exclusively.

Andy Steinhagen made a motion to accept Resolution 38 as 
read; seconded by Lucas Plamann. Motion passed unanimously.

Resolution 39 was read:
Whereas, Minnesota Holstein business programs and events 

experienced a successful year, and;
Whereas, Minnesota Holstein human resources are the 

wealth of our organization,
�erefore, be it resolved that the membership of the 

Minnesota Holstein Association (MHA), friends and guests 
present express our thanks to Hailey Frericks, marketing 
manager; the MHA Board of Directors, committee members, 
volunteers and hosts who directed and assisted in the success of 
any aspect of the Minnesota Holstein Association, with special 
recognition for the production of the Midwest Holstein News.

Rebecca Groos made a motion to accept Resolution 39 as 
read; seconded by Tony Kohls. Motion passed unanimously.

Resolution 40 was read:
�anks to our Volunteers and Event Hosts
Be it resolved that the members of the Minnesota Holstein 

Association (MHA), friends and guests present express 
appreciation to the McLeod County Holstein Club for the success 
of the 2023 MN State Show, and the Committee Chairs from the 
Minnesota Holstein Association for successfully hosting the 2024 
All Breed’s Convention.

Rebecca Groos made a motion to accept Resolution 40 as 
read; seconded by Jacob Pehrson. Motion passed unanimously.

�ere was a moment of silence held as part of Resolution 41.
Sale Committee Report
Nate Donnay reported that they had a very successful online 

fall sale with around 20 lots sold. �e next MHA sale will be held 
on April 13, 2024 with consignments due on March 15, 2024. 
Both 2024 MHA sales will be held on Cowbuyer.com.

Ra�e Committee Report
�is year the committee decided to go away from a ticket 

ra�e and conduct a silent auction/online auction at the All-
Breeds Convention. It generated a good amount of money and 
they will make tweaks going forward.

Show Committee Report
�is year’s state Holstein show will be held on June 11-15, 

2024 in Sauk Centre, MN, at the Stearns County Fairgrounds. 
�e judge for the open show is Brian Carscadden and judge for 

the junior show is Tanner Schmaling. �e 2025 state show will be 
hosted by the Rochester County Club and will be held in Kasson, 
MN, their contract has been signed. Applications for the 2029 
state show host closed on March 1, and the show committee will 
review them and select the host.

Marketing & Communications Committee Report
Eric Sonnek said they have got a system down for 

proofreading the publication. He asked members to please watch 
the deadlines for the publications. Eric said there has been a great 
presence on social media and to look for weekly emails. He asked 
for feedback regarding the calendar and those in attendance 
seemed to appreciate it. �ere was a suggestion to tie the ra�e in 
with monthly prizes on the calendar.

Breed Activities/YAC Committee Report
Luacs Plamann said there was around 20 people on the bus 

tour this year, 150 people attending the Breeders Seminars. �e 
committee is always open to feedback about activities going 
forward.

Membership Committee Report
Rebecca Groos said at the end of 2023 there was about 600 

members and that number has held pretty steady. �e bus tour 
was added as a membership perk and club scholarships will be 
voted on.

History Committee Report
Chris Schulze went to Newalta and disposed of any history 

items that lacked value anymore. He saved the items that should 
be saved. �e true type cows got sold on this year’s MHA silent 
auction. Kenn Mueller expressed gratitude towards Chris for 
taking the time to dispose of the rest of the items.

Old Business
Kris Gruenes asked the membership if there was a preference 

over the committee meeting being held virtually or during the 
convention. �e general consensus was that they liked the virtual 
meetings.

New Business
In 2027 MHA will host the All-Breeds Convention as they 

are in an agreement with PDCA to host every three years. �ere 
will need to be a chairperson appointed.

Tony Kohls discussed this year’s Field Day being held at Do-
N-Joy Genetics in Arlington, MN, on June 22. Featured activities 
include: complimentary meal, junior activities, speaker, and a 
drawing.

Andy Steinhagen made a motion to adjourn the meeting; 
seconded by Lucas Plamann. Motion passed. �e meeting ended 
at 3:15 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Hailey Frericks

MHA Marketing Manager
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Call 1-888-771-3276Call 1-888-771-3276

We can’t make your cows dance
but we can make them more
comfortable and productive with

effective �y control!

Our Fly Control for Dairy  Farms
Features Three Products

• Start with a �y parasite Plan. It is basic to �y control.

• Add some cedar �y traps that take out existing �ies and help �y
parasites take over.

• Have an electronic zapper or two or three for inside �y control -
they keep on zapping!

The Best Fly is a Dead Fly. Even Better Is No Fly.

 for inside �y control -

 Even Better Is No Fly.

NO PRICE
INCREASES
THIS YEAR

Call to Start Your Plan Now!
P.O. Box 4350, Homosassa Springs, FL 34447

www.dairy�yparasites.com
or email: usefulfarm@gmail.com

effective �y control!

 Farms
 Products

Call to Start Your

highsierrabd@gmail.com www.dakotablenders.com

Bill Buchmann, 920-540-4542  •  Jayne Dinse, 507-776-6455
         National Sales & Marketing Director                   VP of Sales & Marketing

 MEEKER CO. CLUBfeature

Advertise
IN THE

MINNESOTA HOLSTEIN NEWS & MHA CALENDAR

CONTACT
HAILEY AT 320-249-2341 OR

MNHOLSTEINMARKETING@GMAIL.COM

OR VISIT
MNHOLSTEIN.COM/ABOUT/PUBLICATION/

for more information!

�e Meeker County Holstein Club joined forces with the
Meeker County All-Breeds Club to promote the dairy industry
in their county. �ey graciously volunteered to host the 2025 MN
All-Breeds Convention as a fundraiser for their county dairy barn
expansion project. Club members are diligently working on the plan-
ning phase of the event. New this year, they have decided to trim the
convention down to a one-day event. With this, they hope more dairy
producers will �nd it more feasible to attend. �e same convention
traditions will remain the same, and new ones are planned to take
place.

Mark your calendars for the 2025 MN All-Breeds Conven-
tion on March 8, 2025 in Willmar, MN. Registration and information
will be shared in the months to come.

�e MHA would like to thank the Meeker county club for
their hard work in playing an active role in Minnesota’s dairy
community!

Pictured above: Meeker County Delegation
hosting a meeting and planning for convention at
the Bouquet of Breeds Sale in Eden Valley, MN.



15 JUNE 2024 MINNESOTA HOLSTEIN NEWS

Cattle Buyer
Green Bay, WI
Holstein Steers | Bulls
Fed Cows | Lean Cows

Tim Leonard
608-434-2038

Cimpl’s
Yankton, SD
Bulls | Lean Cows

Chad McQuade
605-668-4275

Gibbon Packing
Gibbon, NE
Fed Cows | Bulls | Lean Cows

Mike Baczwaski
800-445-0042

American Foods Group
Kimball, MN
Holstein Contracting
Dairy Cross Fats

Tim Schiefelbein
320-398-2700

Long Prairie Packing
Long Prairie, MN
Bulls | Lean Cows

Tyrel Lembke
877-300-9298

Green Bay Dressed Beef
Green Bay, WI
Holstein Steers | Fed Cows
Lean Cows | Dairy Cross Fats

Dean Derricks
920-436-6529

Holstein Steers • Bulls • Fed Cows • Lean Cows • Dairy Cross Fats

-
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BUYER COVERAGE
-

THROUGHOUT THE MID
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O W N E D

FAMILY

INDEPENDENT DEALER FOR:



NxGEN
LINEUP

AVERAGES

OH-MY
Thomas photo

$1,262
HHP$®

+

$1,246
DWP$®

+

3181
GTPI®

+

$1,191
NM$

+

$1,213
CM$

+

3.1
MAST

+

CAPTURE GENETIC TRENDS
like never before!

Phone: (320) 259-6680 u Web: www.cobaselect.com

The NxGEN lineup provides elite,
chart-topping sires with diverse pedi-

grees and well-balanced profiles to max-
imize your herd’s genetic gain. Contact
your local Select Sires rep to add these

breed-leading sires to your program!

04/24 CDCB-S/HA Genomic Evaluations. 04/24 Zoetis data. ®NxGEN and HHP$ are registered trademarks of Select Sires Inc., Plain City, OH. DWP$ is a registered trademark of
Zoetis, Inc., it’s a�liates and/or licensors. TPI is a registered trademark of Holstein Association USA. 7 = Select Sires, 14 = Accelerated Genetics, 250 = GenerVations

Phone: (320) 259-6680 u Web: www.cobaselect.com

breed-leading sires to your program!

NxGEN Sires HHP$® CFP REL %

7HO16962 OH-MY 1,400 219 80

7HO16276 SHEEPSTER 1,371 214 82

14HO17012 CLEARVIEW 1,368 205 79

7HO16735 KARL 1,347 199 79

7HO17095 JACKHAMMER 1,330 213 80

14HO17023 FOUGHTY 1,320 193 79

7HO16485 SUNDANCE 1,315 159 80

7HO16866 HUMO 1,312 202 80

250HO16691 TRANSFER 1,297 176 80

7HO17106 HADZUKI 1,286 204 79

14HO16755 SOCKS 1,282 161 80

7HO16644 RIMBOT 1,279 181 80

250HO16741 HARDIN 1,277 216 80

7HO16935 GIANT 1,275 209 79

250HO16812 CRIMSON 1,274 194 80

250HO17118 SHETEK 1,268 200 79

14HO16827 SCAR 1,268 195 80

7HO16825 ANDRI 1,258 171 79

250HO17100 ODIRECT 1,251 169 80

7HO16688 STATON 1,241 186 79

7HO16990 FROSKY 1,236 187 79

7HO16808 OLWEN 1,230 173 80

7HO16835 LOGIC 1,216 184 79

7HO16806 CARTER 1,194 179 80

7HO16808 OLWEN 1,230 173 80

7HO16835 LOGIC 1,216 184 79

7HO16806 CARTER 1,194 179 80

JACKHAMMER 1,330New

CLEARVIEW New

OH-MY New

FOUGHTY New

HUMO New

GIANT New

SHETEK New

ODIRECT New

FROSKY New




